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ANSWER. 


Mr. V. arburton's REMARKS 


ON SEVERAL 


Occaſional Reflections, Sr. 


SHR, 


ther you or myſelf a Trouble f this 


I. is with ſome Reluctance that 1 give ei⸗ 


kind. How little 1 was diſpoſed to en- 


ter into a Controverſy upon a Point of Specu- 


lation, which I conceived to be of no great 


Importance to Religion or Learning, will ap- 
pear from what I have faid in my Preface, to 
the following effect: „But, who was the 


te Author of the Book which bears the Name 
4 of Job, and at what Time it was written, is | 
tr uncertain; and there are different Opinions 
, of ee Men about it. To give a par- 
ce ticular Detail of them, much leſs to enter 
* upon an Examination of the Reaſons, by 
which each Writer ſupports his own, I have 
e neither Leiſure nor Inclination ; ſince the 
2 doing it would not indeed contribuye much 


Ba to 


pa 
* t9 the Underſtanding of the Book, and 
& firice it is univerſally allowed, that the Au- 
t thor, whoever he was, was d/vinely inſpired. 
* I ſhall only lay before the Reader two or 
c three of the chief of them; and leave it to 
ce him 10 judge freely and entirely for himſelfa. 
* When I was mentioning theſe Opinions 
* (which my Subject naturally led me to) L 
thought it would by no means become me to 
paſs over in Silence that of ſo celebrated a 
Writer, as the Author of the D. L. eſpeci- 
ally as it was new and ſingular, and main- 
tained with much Plauſibility and Acutenefs. 
But here I found myſelf under ſome Diff. 
culty. I had obſerved, Sw, from your way 
of treating others, that you were not the 
moſt patient of Contradiction. Agree with 
you in your Notions of the Book of Job l 
could not, To enter into a Debate about them 
I was altogether averſe. I was refolved then, 
fince I was under a ſort of neceſlity of expreſ- 
ſing my Diſſent, to do it with all the Decency 
n Quis vero fuerit Auctor Libri qui Jobi nomen pre ſe fert, 
aut quo tempore ſcriptus fit, incertum; diverſæque ſunt doctorum 
hominum Sententiz. Eas ſingulas recenſere, nedum rationes 
quibus quiſque ſuam opinionem tuetur, ad examen revocare, nec 
lubet nec vacat; quum ad librum intelligendum haud multum 
ſane conferat, & auctorem, quiſquis fuerit, Jeomwro fuiſſe, 
apud omnes in conſeſſo ſit. Unam tantùm atque alteram, ex 
iis quz præcipuæ ſunt, Lectori proponam; ſuum ei judicium 
liberum atque integrum permiſſurus. Pref. pag. 8. 


and 


. J. | 
and Candour that was poſſible. Nor do you 


indeed complain of my want of either. 3 
To examine the Reaſons of my Diſſent you 


had an undoubted Right; nor were you miſ- 
taken in your Opinion, that J ſhould not be 
diſpleaſed at it. So far from it, that I am 
very ſenſible of he Honour you have done 
me, in ranking me in the Number of thoſe 
Writers of Merit and Learning o, whoſe Ob- 
jections to any Part of your Works you have 
condeſcended to examine with Attention. 

But tho” Fam not diſpleaſed at the Thing it- 

| f, yet the Manner, in which you have done 
it, may perhaps deſerve a Review; eſpecially 
as it will afford me an Opportunity of laying 
before the Publick, what I had faid upon this 
Subject, in a more advantagious and fairer 

Light, than that in which you have been 
pleaſed to place it for me; and of abating, if 
I can, the Force of ſome of thoſe ſmart 
Strokes, which you have here and there given 
me, how careful and defirous ſoever I ſhew d 
myſelf to avoid them. 

After having paid your Reſpects to four or 
five others of your better Sort of Opponents 
(in whoſe Company I have the Fortune to make 

a Part of your Triumph) it comes at. laſt to 
my turn, to receive your Civilities ; which you 
thus introduce ©: © The Reverend and Learned 


eNem. 5. 5. p. 6. 
3 « 1 


n 

Dr. Richard Grey, having lately epitomized 

the Commentary of ons ALBERT SCUL=s © 
** TENS upon the Book of Job, hath thought 
* fit, in the Preface to his Abſtract, to criti- 
t ciſe my Diſſertation upon the ſame Book, in 

« the following manner, &c. 

How far the giving my own Opinion of a 
Subſea I was treating of, in the manner I 
have done it, may be call'd criticiſing your 
Difertation, or what Preſumption I was guil- 
ty of in having z7hought fit fo to criticiſe it, I 
will not diſpute with you. But I am afraid 1 
ſhall be thought to have employ d my. Time 
very indifferently, in epitomizing the Work of 
fo obſcure and inconſiderable an Author, as, if 
you had not quoted him in the D. L. one 
would be apt to imagine, from your manner 
of ſpeaking of him, had hardly come to your 
Knowledge. But are you really ignorant, Sir, 
of the Character and Reputation of one of the 
greateſt Maſters of Oriental Literature, that 
| perhaps Europe has to boaſt of? Or ſuch a 
Stranger to thoſe valuable Pieces, with which 
he has obliged the Learned World, as you 
would make yourſelf? ? If you are, I am ſorry, 
for your own fake, that you are no better ac- 
quainted with des, "if not, why this af- 
fected Contempt of him? I muſt own, I can 
think of no other Reaſon for it, but this: 
He has, in this Commentary upon the * 

: or 


21. 


of ob, a Work of almoſt thirty Years, being 


a Critical Review and Examination of the moſt 


conſiderable Writers on. the Subject) by a long 
and cloſe Attention to the Argument, and by his 
conſummate Knowledge of the Language it 
vas wrote in, ſet the Whole in ſo juſt and true 


a Light, as no other Commentator had done 


| before him: Such a one as ſerves effectually to 


overthrow your Hypothefis, and yet anſwers al- 


moſt every End that you propoſe by it. 

As I was preparing an.Edition of the Book 
of Fob, when this elaborate Performance firſt 
came into my Hands, in a different manner 
from what it had hitherto appeared in, upon 
the Plan, and with the Approbation, of a late 
Learned Prelate, it was ſuggeſted to me, that 


if an Abſtract could be made of what was moſt 


choice and valuable in ſo promiſcuous a Work, 
and accompany, by way of Notes, the Text 
and Yerfion, as I had intended to give them, 


it would be of excellent uſe towards making | 


this incomparable Poem better and more ge- 
nerally underſtood, as well as towards promo- 
ting the Study of the Hebrew Scriptures, too 
much neglected by us. It was with this 
View that I undertook fv laborious Taſk, for 
the Service of the Publick ; to which, provided 
IJ could contribute by a Deſign of real Uſe 
and Benefit, 1 was very little concerned about 
the 


' 
ö 
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Ja 
the Reputation that would accrue from it in 

any other reſpect. 3 

But tis time to go on from this Apology for 
my Author and Undertaking, which your Slur 
upon both made in ſome ſort neceſſary, to the 
Examination you have given of Part of my 
Preface. 

' Your firſt Attack upon me is this: He 
. begins with ſaying, that I have by many 
« Arguments ſufficiently ſpecious, endeavoured 
ce fo prove that the whole Book of Job is drama- 
te fical and allegorical, yet founded in true Hi- 
&« fory, and written by Eſdra in Solace of the 
e Jews, &c. And then immediately ſubjoins: 
« Now © in a Matter very uncertain, and which 
« hitherto hath been made more uncertain by the 
& different Opinions of learned Men, hardly any 
hd” [ypothefis can be thought of, which will ja- 
ce tisfy in all its Parts. Let us attend to the 
« opening of his Cauſe. 1. He owns my Hy- 

« potheſis to be ſufficiently ſpecious, and yet 
* calls the Subject, which this Hypotheſis ex- 
4 plains, a Matter very uncertain; nay, H1- 
5 THERTO, rendered more uncertain, — 
4 By what? Why, if you will believe him- 


& ſelf, by many Arguments ſu efficiently ſpecious ; 
| « for this 1s the Character he 1s pleaſed to give 


<In 8 ſane incerta, & quæ eruditorum hominum 
diſſenſione incertior adhuc reddita eſt, vix ulla forſan Hypotheſis 
* quæ ex omni parte ſatisfaciat. _— xi. c 
cc 
3 


Y 


f &1 


ce of theſe of mine, which fil up the Mea: 
cc ſure of thoſe different Opinions from whence” 
“ ſo great Uncertamnty is accumulated.” 2. He 
e ſays that in an uncertain Matter ſcurce any 
«© AHyppotbeſis can ſatisfy. | Now though this be 
e Commoni-place Thought, it is nevertheleſs a 
« very falſe one; for it is only in uncertuin 
« Matters that Hypotheſiss are invented, to be 
applied, to account for the Appearances: of 
& Things: and ſure it is not of the Nature of 
ce an Hypotheſis to be unſatisfaftory ? 3. It is 
ce equally falſe that an uncertain Matter is, 
+ otherwiſe than by Accident, rendered more 
« uncertain by Diverſity of Opinions. For the 
« oreater the Diverſity is, the greater is the 
% Chance of coming to the Truth; as the 
«© more Roads Men take in an uncertain. way, 
ee the greater the Likelihood: of finding out 
« the Right. 4. It is not required in ral 
factory Hypotheſis that it ſhould /arrsfy in 
all its Parts; for then the greateſt and maſt” 
«© momentous Truths would never be ac- 
AS _ in, ſince ſome of the fundamental 
208 ts of Religion, natural and reyeal'd, do 
<< not ſatisfy in all their Parts; there being 
<-1nexplicable Obs even to demonſtrutiue 
<© Propoſitions. 5: But what is frangeftof-all, 
„though he five hardy any Lo; we can- b 
* | Fought % wives — | Ry in all its 
24 4 "OE 


— 2 9 


D 


— 


— a ns. = 
EE Ong 

nnn A * 
82 Ds oa 462 


[16] 


ec. FI z yet, before he comes to the End of 
tc. his Paragraph, he has found one that does 
«ſatisfy : And, frranger fill, it is the common 
e one, Whoſe Incapacity of giving Satisfaction 
ce as the Reaſon for the Criticks excogitating p 
% many afferent ones, However, in this 
% Hypotheſis he reſts, like a prudent Man as 
© he is.. Well, now I perceive at once into 


what a fine Condition, with all my Prudence 


and Precaution, I have brought myſelf, and 
what a formidable W ee 1 128 to deal 


N nit Kuen 5 


iT 


1 5 ui e. bomines 1 


We 


Ws 0 many * at me in a 1 and 


at my 77 ſetting out too? No leſs than fire 


ſolemn Poſitions, | to overthrow one harmleſs 


Obſervation; premiſed out of pure good Na- 
ture, to introduce with more Civility the Ex- 


ceptions 1. had to make, not to yours only, but 
to the other, Hypotheſis's which I had taken 


notice of? And yet after all theſe acute Excep- 
tions to my general Aſſertion, and judicious 
Remarks about the Satisfactorineſs of an Hy- 
potheſis (which, by the way; are only down- 
right Cavil, and dont at all affect the main 

eſtion)” I; will venture once more to lay it 


down for Senſe and Truth, and truſt it with 
the candid and intelligent Reader, that, as to 
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the Point in Diſpute, and the Eypporbeſiss con- 
cerning it, to which my Words muſt be con- 
fined both by what goes before and follows, 
vg. the Age and Writer of the Book of Fob, 
(a Point which never has, nor, I preſume, ever 
will be abſolutely determined) the more learned 
Writers are divided in their Opinions, and the 
more plauſibly | and acutely each of them 
maintains his own, the more will the Reader 
be at a Loſs for which of them he ſhall pe- 
remptorily decide: As, to uſe your own Com- 
pariſon, the more Roads there are that ſeem- 
 Ingly lead to the fame Place, the more would a 
Stranger be puzzled which of them to take, 
without being at laſt certain, that he was right 
in any of them. For tho' I civilly allow'd 
our Arguments to be ſufficiently ſpecious, (that 
is, to have more in them of She. than Solidity) 
yet did not ſay, that thoſe of others were not ſpe- 
cious too. In obſerving that none of the Hypo- 
theſis's I had mentioned, gave intire Satisfaction, 
it was implied, that enk of them gave eme. 
Nor does it neceſſarily follow, (were that in- 
deed the common Opinion which I chuſe, as in 
Truth it is not,) that, becauſe I prefer it before 
the reſt, - even that ſatisfes, tho you ſay it 
does. Nor, if it did in fome Meaſure ſatisfy 
myſelf, am T ſo vain as to expect, that it ſhould 
> ew ſatisfy every Body elſGQ. 

WY But, 
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But, Why is it fo very ſtrange, (ſtranger, it 
ſeems, chan what is ſtrangeſt of all) that I 
ſhould reſt, like a prudent Man, in the com- 
mon one? By the common one, I ſuppoſe, you 
mean that which the generality of learned Men 
are agreed in. Now if ſome particular Per- 
ſons, diſſatisfied with this, have excogitated o- 
ther, which, ee, ſpecious at firſt View, 
are found upon Examination to be 4% ſatigfac- 
Fory, is it at all ſtrange, that eſe ſhould be 
rejected and the common one adhered to? 

After all, this Common-place Thought of 
the Unſatisfaforineſs of an Hypotheſis, which 
you have been ſo long combating with all your 
Might in that defenceleſs State, into which 
yourſelf only had put it for the Appearance of a 
Triumph, you very well knew I had ſufficient- 
ly guarded againſt Exception; and in Effect 
you confeis it. For thus you go on: Indeed 
Le ſo male Way thro jo much Doubt and Uncer- 
te tainty o an Opinion be may find his Account 
in, he has kept a Wicket . {I hope then I 
have a Right to maſe Uſ of it] ** by the Inſer- 
t tion of the Particle v ix; vix ulla FORSAN 
fe HypoTHEs1s'” you might have taken 
Notice of for ſan too, and pgſit, both of 
| a them qualiſying Words] But this will ſcarce 
te ſerve bis Turm. I Twill ferve at leaſt to 
ex all * 70 have been ſaying al- 
* 


2 1 _— 
cc Hypotheſis com atendias well to thee 
« be has given, as to thoſe be bas rejeed: (Thie, 
Sir, I readily allow; and what then have 
you been fighting againſt?) << wnkſs he will 
IS e be DISCREDITED by ent- 


from THAT, and not THAT from the 
4 reſt; which perhaps after all may be bis 
% Thought,” No, that is not my Thought: 
1 don't ſuppoſe that the Credit of your Hypo- 
theſis is at all affected by my diſſenting from it: 
The Credit, I mean, which I am willing to 
allow it, and have allowed it. 

I will, upon this Occaſion, give you my 
free Thoughts of an HyeoTHrEs1s for the 
Credit of which you ſeem to be fo extremely 
anxious. I own then, that I admire it great- 
ly; that I look upon it as a Maſter- piece in its 
Kind; as one of the moſt ingenious and enter- 

taining Parts of your whole Book. But after 
all this, for the Truth of it, I no more believe 
it, than I do (that other Sellum ſomnium of 
yours) the ſixth Book of the Æneis to d 
Deſcription of the Myſteries. 

ou ſeem to think it ſtrange, and W 
repreſent me for it as contradicting myſelf in 
the lame Period, that I ſhould Queſtion the 
Truth of your Hypotheſis, and yet allow the 
Speciouſneſe of the Arguments by which it 
1 | 18 


[ 14 
is maintained. But this is no new nor extra- 
ordinary Caſe. Give me leave to remind you 
of a Quotation out of Tully, in your own Book 
not unapplicable to the Matter in Hand. 
Neſeio quomodo-cum librum lego, aſſentior; cum 
__ poſui, & ipſe mecum cept cogitare, gf 
fenfio omnis illa elabitur. Whilſt J am reading 
your Book, I find myſelf carried on, I don't 
know how, to believe that Fob is the Jeuiſb 
People, and his Wife their Heathen Wives e, 
— that his three Friends are real Enernies, 
and fignify the Adverſaries of the Fews, San- 
ballat, Tobiah and Geſbem, who fo much 
hindered and obſtructed the rebuilding Feru- 
alem and the Temple *, — that Satan is 
the Devil himſelf, the Author and Contriver 
of all Miſchief ' —— that Elba is Eſüra k, 
and Eſdra the Author of the Book l. But, 
the Moment I have laid your Book afide, and 
begin to reflect a little, I am ſenſible that all 
this is mere Fancy and Deluſion. I ſeem to 
"myſelf in the Situation of honeſt Sancho and 
his Maſter, who, after riding hood-wink'd thro' 
the Air, for half an Hour together, upon a 
Wooden-horſe, as None” as the e 


4 Divine ation vel. 1. . fa f Dio. r a 
507 id 78. N 522. bid p. 5 
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is over, find themſelves in the ſame Garden, 
and upon the fame. Spot nk Ground, * 
which they ſet out. | 

I remember, a 5 many n ago; anda 
your ingenious Friend Mr.; Pope obliged the 
World with an — —— Poem, 
called the Rape of te Lock, (I will not an- 
ſwer for it, that it is ſtrictly dramatical: It is 
however a Work of Imagination or Imitation, 
founded upon an hiftorical Faf#) there came 
out ſoon after, under the Name of one Eſdras 
Barniveit, Apoth. a humorous Piece, called a 
Key to the Lock ; in which the Author, with 
great Sharpneſs of Wit and Arguments ſufficient- 
ly  fpecious undertook: to prove, that the whole = 

was allegorical, as well as dramatical, and in- 
tended ' for a Satyr upon the Barrier-Treaty.; 
He deſired; but one ſingle Poſfulatum (and I 
think you deſire no more) namely, that the 
Lock was the Treaty, and upon that reaſonable 
Conceſſion proves, both from the Characters and. 

Machinery, what he * to N ah 
| yond all Contradiction. 

This Performance, I confeſs, gave me more 
Entertainment than if it had really convinced 
me, that the Poem, and Deſign of it, was ſuch 
as he repreſented it. For in Forks of this Kind, 
what ſtrikes the Reader moſt, and gives him 
_ + — is the Author 1 


Tah, are my Pattern, fo J hope 


A. 9 of ay - b bad well account 


DL 18 1 5 
of m; Rapiciay' of Genius, uncom- 
mon Reach of and Penetration, eaſy 
Flow of Language, and happy Falent of ma- 
king Qyidiibet ex quolibet. | 

e e Wish d 1 am treating 
your Hypotbefis with too much Familiarity, by 
ſo ludicrous a Compariſon. But as your inge 
nious Illuſtrations of ſome Parts of my Preface, 
from the Ship, the Roads, Mr. Chillingworth's 
Book againft Azot, and neas's Settlement in 
they will be 
my Apology. Lou are ſenſible as well as I am, 
that tis one Thing to riaiculèe and another to 


confute, and that a Laugh is not always an 


Anſwer : But at the ſame Time, you are too 
reaſonable a Man to expect, that I ſhould not 


take the fame Liberty of diverting myſelf with 
dau. ne that you: have taken with ; 


mine. 

1 n Sis ar fairly * FR given you | 
my Opinion of it; let us now ſee what Opi- 
nion you have of it yourſelf, and what you 


think the Expectation of the Publick is with 


regard to it. To conclude: with the learned 
« Editor of the Book of Job, He had, I preſume, 
et given the intelligent Reader more Sutigfuctian, 

<« ef, nftead of. labouring to evade two or three. 
” independent tho' corruburating \Proofs f the: 


«6 «ed, 


| -y 71 | 
& ed, how that 121 72 which be affects 
« fo repreſent as a falſe one, ſhould be able fo 
cc 1 open and unfold the whole Poem, upon 
« one entire, elegant, and noble Plan, that 
ce does Honour to the ſacred Writer who com- 
« poſed it” [how well it has done that will 
be ſeen by and by] © and not only ſo, but to 
ce clear up confiſtently with that Plan, all thoſe 
* N Texts, whoſe want of Light had 
ce made them hitherto an eaſy Prey to Criticks 
« ond Interpreters from every Quarter; and 
&« this in a Poem, become thro Time and Neg- 
&« ligence ſo deſperately perplex'd , that Cum- 
«© mentators choſe rather to find their own N 
&«& Hons in it, than to ſeek” for thoſe of the Au 
* thor. This, how negligently ſoever the learned 
* JW riter may think of it, the Publick, I am 
«© perſuaded, will confider as a very uncommon 
« Mark of Truth, and deſerving another Kind 
« of Confutation than what he hath beflowed 
« pon it. 
Why truly, Sir, this is a very fine and 
pompous | Account of it; and tis pity, 
that an Hypotheſis, which works ſuch Won- 
ders, ſhould be no better ſupported,” than I 
am afraid it will appear to be. However, 
whether yours or mine will beſt explain the 
Bock, is a Matter which cannot ſo properly 


be determined * ourſelves: I ſhall very wil- 
| | ä lingly 


= TW} 
lngly therefore ſubmit it to the Public, when 
F have done a little more Juſtice to both, than 
the narrow Limits of a Preface, or rather my 
Unwillingneſs to engage in a Diſpute, would 
before allow. _ V» 
For, as for either confuting your Hypotheſis, or 
eriticifing your Diſſertation *, in any other man- 
ner, than by briefly laying down, and ſupport- 
ing my own Opinion of the Age and Subject of 
the Book, and freeing the common Interpre- 
tation of a celebrated Text from a Difficul- 
ty which your Hypotheſis had oppoſed to it, I 
have already obſerv'd, that it was not my De- 
gn. Not but that I thought myſelf then, 
and think myſelf ſtill, very able, if it were ne- 
ecflary, to give it a more direct and particular 
Confutation. You. will aſk, perhaps, why 1 
did not, when I had fo fair an Opportunity 
for it? To this it might be replied, = becauſe 


* How little I was inclined to act the Part of a Critic upon 
you, will appear from a trifling Inſtance. You' have in this 
Differtation, whieh ſets up for Infallibility, made a no- 
table Blunder, in a Point you have much at Heart, the Writer's 
Obſervance of Decarum. How obfervant the Author was of 
* Decorum, you tell us, may be ſeen from his aver putting 
« the Name Jehovah, which was not known till God's Ap- 
, pearance to Moſes in the burning Buſh, into the Mouths of 
1% z#y0f the Speakers, but only where he himſelf acts the Nar- 
*< rator, in the Introduction and Concluſion'of the Piece.“ Dzw. 
Eeg. p. 492. Now though I had in my Preface refer d to a 
Text (Chap. xii. 9.) where that Name is uſed in the Body of the 8 
Book, I took no notice of your having aſſerted the contrary. 
So little Pleaſure do Itake in finding Faults, or meddling with 
ether Mens Miſtakes, without ſufficient Reaſon, or u ſair Invitation 


- 


to it. x 


{ 19 ] 
1 could employ my Time better, and had 
other Buſineſs, of more Importance, upon my 
Hands. That I ſtudy to be quiet, and am 
under no Neceflity, that I know of, to 
combat the Dreams and Reveries of every Kan- 
ciful and pertinacious Writer. But I will give 
you a more civil Anſwer: Twas becauſe your 
Hypotheſis, I thought, could do no hurt. I 
ſincerely profeſs I had not then, nor have yet 
met with ſo much as one Perſon, who believes 
the Truth of it any more than I do: Nor 
do I foreſee, were it generally behev'd, the 
leaſt bad Conſequences which that Belicf ROE 
be attended with, 
As therefore I look'd upon it to be quite 

harmleſs, you were welcome for me, Sir, 

and might have been fo ſtill, to pleaſe you 
with it, as much, and as long as you thought 
fit: And ſo might as many others, as you 
could gain over to your Opinion. All, that F 
apprehended to be incumbent upon me, was, 
to evince, if I could, the Truth of mine, and 
leave yours to ſhit for itſelf, as well as it was 
able. 

Indeed one Reaſon , whatever yon may 
imagine, why I took ſo little Notice of it as I 
did, was this: That I don't love to give Of- 
fence, where I can properly avoid it. And I 
was particularly deſirous of giving none to you. 
But it ſeems I am ſo unhappy as to haye erred 

* n 3 


To 20 by | 
on the ater Side. I ſhould either have Gd 
more, or not ſo much, Well then, rather 

than you ſhould take it ill, that a Matter of 2 „ 
great Conſequence ſhould be too negligently thought 
/ by me any longer, or ſuſpect that my Diſſent 
from it was not real, but affe&ed only; I will 
will give myſelf the Trouble, though I would ; 
rather haye declined it, of faying ſmeaubat 1 
more to it. So much, at leaſt, as, before we | 
part, I hope, will fatisfy you. ee 4 
But in the mean time, let me ſeriouſly 
ſtulate with you, the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Caſe. What? muſt no Man preſume, Sir, to 
contradict your Opinion, or where there is ne- 
| ceflary Occafion for it, to deliver his own Sen- 
timents (though with ever ſo much Modeſty and 
Candour, and upon the moſt indifferent Subject) 
when they happen not to coincide with yours, 
without being immediately drag'd into a Contro- 
verſy, whether he will or no? Or elſe ſuffering 
what he has ſaid to be taken to Pieces, and 
made the Subject of your contemptuous Rail- 
lery, only becauſe you can tell your Story more 
readily and ſmartly, perhaps, than he can? Or 
could you really belieye, that any Perſon of 
common Senfibility, who had uſed you with De- 
. cency and Reſpect, would think you had uſed 
Him ſo, when, inſtead of a Fair and civil Exami- 


nation 3 his Objections, he ſhould at every Turn 
meet 
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meet with little Sneers and Inſults, and * put to 
the diſagreeable Trouble of taking what he 
had ſaid out of that falſe or ridiculous Light, in 
which a maſterly Pen, under the Conduct of 
a diſingenuous Wit, is indeed capable of placing 
almoſt any thing whatever ? If indeed nothing 
can be call'd ſevere or unhandſome Treatment 
but Scurrility and ill Language, of that I muſt 
readily acquit you. But That, Sir, is a Wea- 
pon which, I ſhould be apt to think, a well- 
bred Author, and a Chriſtian Divine, would 
upon no provocation whatever, much leſs where 
the Appearance of one is not ſo much as pre- 
| tended, allow himſelf to make uſe of! 
But to proceed to ſome of thoſe Paſſages, 
as which 1 have reaſon to complain. | 
- T had faid in my Preface as follows: That 

« the Book was Dramatical, I always believed; 
« but that anyAllegory lies under it, I could not 
te be perſuaded, becaufe not only the Age of the 
« Writer, but the Scope of the Book (as far as 
T could ſee) - was contrary to that Opinion.” 
Upon which you thus remark. It reſts 
te then at laſt we ſee in his Belief and Perſua- 
ce ſion.“ [Be it fo; I hope there was no Harm 
in telling my Opinion.) And this is akoays 
regulated on the Belief and Perſuaſion of 
e thoſe who went before. Thus he believes 
* the Book to by dramatical, becauſe others 
| « have 


„ 
4 have believed it fo too. He believes it not 
« to be allegorical, becauſe he could find no 
4 other in that Belief, before the Author of 
the Diuine Legation,” . ii. 

This, Sir, is one Specimen of your Candour 
and Civility: And with the fame, you might 
have told me, that I believe the Bible, becauſe 
my Father did. That I think the Book to be 
dramatical, may, for ought you know, be for 


the /ame Reaſons that you think it ſo, or any 


other Perſon, who thought ſo before either of 
us. Why Icould not believe it to be allegori- 
cal, I had given more Reaſons, than you have 
yet been able to fet aſide. One was from the 
Scope of the Book, and the other from the 
Age of the Writer, What you have made of 
the hrft, will be ſeen by and by. But the 
other, it ſeems, is not worth your Notice. 
et His other Argument (you fay) from the 
« Age of the Writer, deſerves no Examination 
te at all, as it is a downright begging the Que- 
«© fon; which is concerning the Writer and 
et his Age. Now theſe, by Reaſon of the 
* Writer s Silence, being uncertain, muſt be 
« determined by the Subject and Circum- 
&« ſtances of the Work, which are certain. 

« For our Author therefore to diſprove a Cir- 
* cumſtance, brought to determine the Que- 
« ſton, by an Argument in which the Que- 


60 « ſhon i is taken for gran ted, I ſhould think 
H unfair, 


\ 


[235] 
« unfair, were it not become the authorized 
&« Logic of all thoſe Writers, who give their 
Mw Opinions for Principles. 
Now, as what I had modeſtly faid was only 
this That your Allegory was inconſiſten 
with my Perfuafion of the Antiquity.of the 
Book, * that therefore J could not bring 
myſelf to believe the Truth of it, as well for 
that, as for other Reaſons; tis 
difingerous 3 in you, to affirm, that I — 
that as an Argument to diſproue your Allegorys 
which I only mention d as a Reaſon for my diſ- 
ſenting Poa it; or that I was, therefore, ac- - 
cording to the authorized Logick of I know 
not what Writers, giving ny own Opinion 
for a Principle. | 
Nor indeed, admitting that 1 bud urged'the 
high Antiquity of the Book as an Argument 
to overthrow an Hypothe/is inconfiſtent with it, 
would it have been a dotonright begging the 
Queſtion, unleſs I had taker that Antiquity 
for granted, without offering any Reaſon in 
Proof or Support of it. But Reaſons: for 
that Purpoſe I had offer d; and ſuch as, to 
me at leaſt, appear d much more certain and 
convincing, than that which you offer to the 
contrary, from the Subject of the Work; tho” 
you are pleaſed to take no manner of Notice of 
them, For the Style and Language of a Bodk, 
to thoſe who are competent Judges of it, * 


[44] 


the moſt competent Judges of this Matter 1 


always pronounced for the great Antiquity of 
Book of Fob) is, undoubtedly, a proper Circum- 
ſtance, where nothing more certain is to be 


had, whereon to ground an Argument for de- 


termieg the Age of it; how lightly ſoever 
you may think of it, or of the Argument 


which is drawn from it. It is indeed an Ar- 
gument which, though I doubt not but you 


are, it is not every one, who is capable of ex- 
amining. But it may be allow d at leaſt to 4. 


ſerve an Examination ; to have its Weight 
with thoſe who can examine. it, and with 


others alſo who cannot, unleſs they have too 


much Sufficiency. I any bene * 


their own. 


As you have thought fit to paſs over in po- 


found Silence whatever I had ſaid upon this 
Point, as being nothing to the Matter in 


hand, I hope I ſhall be excuſed, if, for 


the Satisfaction of the Publick, I ſupply that 
Omiſſion, and fill up the Gap, which you 
had leſt in my Preface with ſo eaſy and care- 
Teſs an Air b, to ſhew that my Author's Judg- 
ment, with regard to the Writer's Age, was 


. Then having told us what Spapheim ſaid, and what 


% js Author Schulttns ſays, which ate nothing to the Matter 
in hand, he goes on thus.“ But the Truth is, I was not 

here telling either what Spanbeim or my Author ſaid, ( That 
I had told — 5 bur gs own nn to their _ 
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very much to the Matter in in my Hand, what- 
ever you might think it to that in yours. _ 
As my Edition of Fob is in the Hands but 
of a Few, and, I am afraid, of Fewer ſtill, 
who have thoroughly looked into it (fo diſ- 
couraging is the very Aſpect of an Hebrew 
Book, how intelligible ſoever it has been ren= 
dered by the Notes and Verſion) inſtead of re- 
ferring to the Preface, which would have faved 
ſome Trouble, I ſhall rranſcribe from it what 
3 2 5 is 


Prima [ſententia] eſt eorum, qui ſtatuunt Fobum non ve- 
ram, ſed fictam & Parabolicam perſonam, ſub cujus involu- 
cro deſcribatur vir, ab omnibus amicis & ini micis juxta | 

bitus, ut in eo laculenta extaret imago piorum inter Hebreos 

in Captivitatem Babylonicam una cum impiis avectorum. 
«« Hanc ſententiam revi#am dudum explo/ſamgue (ut Com. noftri 
« verbis utar) adſcivit Cl. Clericus in Commentario ſuo, cor- 
pus fine anima quodammodo ex monumento hocce conficiens, 
«© & mortuam quandam Trageediam, cujus vivum exemplar 
in rerum natura nunquam extiterit, nec, quod Hypo- 
< theſis illa tacite foret, unquam extare poſſit Pref. ix. *. 
this I all now add, from my Commientator's Preface, what 
in my own I had omitted.) Ut hoc aliquo tamen colore ſe ſu- 
ſtineret, adoptanda fuit nec docta, nec ſcita, opinio, poſt tempora 
demum deportationis Babyloniz hocce ſcriptum exaratum. 775. F 
Reader will take notice, how carefully I avoided ſaying even the 
hard things that lay in my way, 7 the Prejudice and Diſcreait 
of Mr. Warburton's Hypotheſis. ] | 4 1 
Secunda eſt Celf. Sanbemii; ea fert, Librum Jobi eſſe ve- 
ram Hiſtoriam, Sermoneſque, prout ultro citroque habiti ſunt, 
fuiſſe Arabicos, & Arabice primum deſcriptos, in domeſticaſque 
ftabulas relatos, jam ante Moyſer, ab ipſo Jobo & amicis, poſt 
lætum diri caſus exitum, amica inter colloquia, ſua hæcce 
Eertamina recolentibus, & in memoriam ſæculorum mittere ge- 
Rientibus, Hinc ſcriptorem Hebrzum, (non quidem Moyſer, 
ut multi contenderunt, inter quos III. Huetius, non Salomonen, 
ut Grotius, aliique, fed alium aliquem, vel ante, vel circa tem- 
pora Calomenis ) impulſore ſpiritu, —_— veſte & civitate do- 
| naſſe — 


un [26], 


is neceſſary to ſet this Matter in a clearer Licht. 
The Subſtance of it is this: Of the different 
; Opinions of learned Writers, which 1 thought 
proper to mention, the firſt is that of Le Clerc; : 
who thinks the Perſon of Fob a purely drama- 
tical or fictitious Character, by which is. Para- 
bolically repreſented the State of the Fews un- 
der the Babyloniſb Captiyity ; z and con ſequen ly 
that the Book was written after that Time. 


3 9 


naſe hocce Fobei caſus monumentum, ad uſuſque Eccleſiæ 
conſecraſſe, ſub forma Tragici Carminis, ad Archetypum — 
bicum ſideliſſime expreſſi, five illud jam ligata, ſive ſoluta, ora 
tione fuerit exaratum. 
Tertia eſt Commentatoris noſtri, qui“ aliter ſtatuere nec po- 
e teſt, noc audet, quam ea —, quæ a Cap. 111. ad finem 
" uſque Cap. XL1. vel potius Cap. xLII. continenti carmine 
contexta, opus eſſe Jobi jam in integrum reſtituti, caſum 
7 « conflictumque graviſſimum, cui implicitus fuerat, ea ipſa An- 
*« gua, ſerie, concatenatione rerum ac ſententiarum, quam 
% hodiedum, non ſine ſacro horrore, oculis, manibus, menti- 
1 bus; contrectamus. De Introductione, Cap. 1. & 11. Sty- 
* lo pedeſtri & hiſtorico præmiſſa; itemque de clauſula, quæ 
** fortunatiſſimum diri caſus exitum ſoluta oratione enarrat, 

* 7, Cap. -x111. fic cenſet; Hebrzi alicujus Collectoris ve- 

© „ ie in is comparere, quæ probabilem moveant conjectu- 
ram, tum principium, tum finem, illo ſaltem habitu, adtex- 

*« tum-fuiſle ab aliquo vatum Hebræorum, quum in Canonem 
Eccleſiæ Judaicæ Codex hicce Hebræo- Arabicus reci Pere 
796. 00: 

Atque hæc quidem e Commeytatoris noftri Præfatione clecta 
ſunto. Non autem prætermittenda eſt, quarto, Sententia do- 
Aiflimi viri Varburtoni noſtri, qui, ages ingenii acumine, 
multiſque argumentis, ſatis quidem ſpecioſis, probare nititur, 

totum librum eſſe Opus Dramati cum 2 Allegoricum, verz tamen 
 Jhiſtoriz ſuperſtructum, ab Efara conſcriptum, 1 in ſolatium ju- 
dzorum, qui, e Bachhne in ſuam patriam reverſi, Providen- 
tiam ordinariam & inæqualem, contra aaa pelt, = 


. . ee | a VII- XI. 
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This Notion, in which you agree with' him as 
to the Age of the Writer, my Author calls an 
uunſcholarlile Opinion, which had long been con- 

futed and exploded. But of this the Reader will 

ſee more hereafter. The next is that of the cele- 
 bratedSPANHE1M, who, in the other Extreme, 
takes the whole to be a faithful and exact Nar- 
rative of a true Hiſtory ; and ſuppoſes the Diſ- 
courſes between Job and his Friends, to have 
been, after his Reſtoration, recollected among 
| themſelves, and committed to Writing, in the 
very /ame Words in which they had been deliver- 
ed; and, being thus preſerved in authentic Re- 
cords, to have been before or about the Time of 

Solomon, tranſlated from the Arabic into Hebrew, 
by ſome Perſon divinely inſpired. The Third is, 

that of my Author Schultens, who can by no 

means allow) the Work to be a Tranſlation, 
but the original Compoſition of Fob himſelf, in 
that Language which was the real Arabic of 
the Age he liv'd in, and very little different 
from the Hebrew, if at all ſo. The Fourth is 
your, own, which I need not here repeat. 

Now though I could not agree intirely with 

any of theſe Opinions, yet TI thought the 

Truth, or at leaſt ſomething near to.it, might 

be gathered out of them all. With Le Clerc 
I believ'd it to be dramatical, but not merely 
ſo, With Mr. Warburton, to be a Drama, 

| E 2 founded 
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founded upon true Hiſtory, but not allegori- 
cal. With Spanherm, to be of the higheſt An- 
tiquity, but not a Tranſlation. With my 
Author, to be an Original, but not writ- 
ten by Job himſelf for the Reaſon I have there 
aſſigned. Who then ſeemed more juſtly enti- 
tled to the Honour of this divine Poem than 
Moſes, "whoſe ſacred Hymns, interſperſed a- 
mong his other Writings, eſpecially that of 
Deuteron. xxxii. in the very ſame Metre, and 
of an exact Reſemblance with it, ſhew him, 
if not to have been the firſt Inventor of this 
kind of Paetry among the Fews, (which is 
far from being unlikely) at leaſt to have great- 
ly excell d in it *? 

But as I am particularly commits: to let the 
Reader ſee. upon what Foundation I built my 
Belief of the Writer's Age, before I made uſe 
of it as an Argument againſt your Hypotheſis, 
or rather as a Reaſon for my diſſenting from it, 
ml [hay . him the INE Paſſage at length. 


Though 


Ut T eorum itaque ſententiam 8 qui Librum Jobi 
pmnium ſacrum Codicum antiquiſſimum eſſe putant; ita a Moy/e 
quidem ex authenticis monumentis deſumtum, poeticeque orng- 
tum fuiſſe, nullus dubito ; quem, 1 hujuſce generis poeſeos He- 
breis auctor minus fuerat (quod tamen a veri ſpecie non admo- 
dum abhorret) in eo ſaltem præcelluiſſe oſtendunt divine illa 
| Cantica, ' quz reliquis ſuis ſcriptis, eodem plane metro, eadem fa- 

ie, admiſta reperiuntur. Id quod ex Hymno, quem ad hujus 
rt calcem adjecimus, evidenter patebit. ref. XII. 
'* © Quamyvis autem, ob has & alias cauſas, ab iis non poſſum 5 
non diſſentire, qul hunc librum iph 7 obo adjudicant, nolo ta- 


tas en 


[29] 
40 Though, for theſe, and other Reaſons, I can- 
« not be of their Opinion, who would have 
«- Fob himſelf to be the Author of the Book, yet 
ce J will not difown, that the Argument, which 
by the moſt ſkilful Judges of theſe Matters, 
« js fetch'd from the Style and Compoſition ,to 
e challenge for it the higheſt Antiquity, has 4 
« great deal of Weight with me. I would not 
< (ſays the learned Schultens) have it ſlightly 
1 attended to, that the Majeſty of the moſt 
© antient Language is conſpicuous throughout 
e this whole Book, and that in many Parts 
« of it there are evident Marks of an Original, 
* which diſcovers in. it ſomething primeval 
« and patriarchal.” And in another Place, 
«« None of all the ſacred Writers carries ſuch 
* genuine Tokens of the remoteſt Antiquity. 

M7 : « The 


tamen diffiteri, multum apud me ponderis habere argumentum 
illud, quod, ab harum rerum longe peritiflimis, ad ſummam ei 
antiquitatem vindicandam, e ffy/o & compoſitione petitum eſt. 
Non perfunctorie (inquit Cl. Schultens) attendi velim, maje- 
« ſtatem antiguiſſimæ Lingue, ex toto Libro hocce relucere ; in 
* eoque paſſim eminere characterem Archetypi aliquid Prime- 
% vum & Patriarchale præ fe ferentis.” Et alibi, © Nullus inter 
« ſacros Codices tam genuinum remotiſſimæ antiquitatis prefert 
* Charafterem—Cbaldaiſm: illi, quos nonnulli captant ex termi- 
* nationibus Plural. in i pro im, etiam Hebraicæ & Arabice ſunt 
« ditionis, atque vetuſtiſſimæ monetz. Multo facilius Enniane 
«© Linguz venerandum Decus & pondus exſeripſiſſet ſcriptor ali- 
quis ferrea ætatis, quam Hebræus ab exilio Babylonico redux 
grandiſſimum illud, magnificum, intemeratum, ultima vetu- 
«« ſtatis nota eminentiſſima impreſſum, quod e ſublimi hacce, 
8 =P Materia quam Stylo, compolitione relucet,” Pref. 
2411. 21 8 n | 
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. 30.J 
e The Chaldaiſins which ſome lay hold of from 
tc the plural Terminations of in inſtead of im, 
cc are true Hebrew and Arabic, and of the ola- 
. eft Stamp. Much eafier would it have been 
te for a Writer of the IRON Age to have preſſed 
0 the Beauty and Weight of ENnx1vs's Lan- 

« guage, than for a Hebrew returned from the 
„% BABYLoNIsH Exile to come up to the Gran- 
* qeur and Purity, % flrongly ſlampt with the | 
« faireſt Signatures of the higheſt Antiquity, 
« qohich ſhine forth from this ſublime Com- 
te oofition both for Matter and Style 2. He 
adds, (what I. purpoſely left out, leſt it ſhould 
look as if it were aim'd at you) © In truth, 
« be who cant ſee this, muſt be thought 
« either a careleſs or an ignorant Fudge.” | 
_ Theſe, Sir, were my Reaſons (though you 
thought proper to overlook them) for believing 
the Age of the Book, to be about a thouſand 
Years higher than your Hypothefis ſets it; and 
conſequently, for diſbelieving That to be the 
Subject of it, which you yourſelf affirm, could 
not be a Queſtion at any other time, than that 
which you have aſſigned for it. And unleſs 
you are infallibly in the right, both as to the 
Sujec and the nen upon which you 


"8 Hoc qui diſcernere non valet, nz ile, vel Liffipate, vel i im- 
perite ae . | Comment. Prafat. gh 
found 


Wi: $i 
found your Opinion to the contrarry, you cer- 
tainly beg the Queſtion as much, or more than 
I do, by taking that for granted awhrch yet re- 
mains to be proved. For I doubt not, but F 
ſhall ſufficiently ſhew, before I conclude, that 
in both theſe Points you are miſtaken ; that 
neither the great religious Principle you endea- 
vour to evince, That the Jews were in Rea- 
lity under an extraordinary Providence (in ſuch 
a Senſe as will ſerve your preſent Purpoſe) is 
ſo indiſputable, as you ſeem to think it; nor 
that it is as clear à Fad, that the Subject of 

the Book of Job is whether Good happens to 
_ the Gobd, and Evil to evil Men, or whether both 
happen not promiſcuouſly to both, as it is, that 
the Subject of the firſt Book of Ty/tulan'Que- 
ſtions is de contemnenda morte, how confidently 
ſoever you appeal 70 the whole learned World for 
the Truth of it. But to have ſtated the Mat- 
ter exa&ly, you ſhould have ſaid principal Sub- 
ject, and always happens: For upon bet, the 
Con troverſy between us turns, 

I am ſenſible, that, in what 1 have ſaid 
above for the Antiquity of the Book from the 
Style and Language of it, I ſtill lay myſelf open to 
the Compliment you have more than once made 


me of wr7ring after others, and reſting in their 


Opinions. Why not, if I think them in the 
right, and better Judges than myſelf? But tho 
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too great a Deference cannot well be paid to 


the Judgment of my Commentator in \. zhis 


Point, [whatever elſe he may be a BAv ius in,] 


yet it is not, I aſſure you, upon his Authorzty 
only that I reſt my Belief, but upon a real and 
ſenſible Cunviction of the Truth and Fuſtneſs of 

what he has ſaid. At the ſame Time I confeſs 
that, unleſs I could communicate my own 


Tafie for the Original, in what Manner to con- 
vince Nu of it, or any rn, 12 am al- 


together at a Loſs. 
But to go on to 4e Lnfiances of your Man- 
es f returning the Civility and fair Argu- 
ur 9 tloſe fincere Inquirers after Truth, 
vol the World ſhould ſee you efteemed, 
rather as Friends to the Publick, than Enemies 
fo yourſelf?. The Learned Writer (you fay) 
ſhuts up the Argument thus: From all this 


ce it appears, that the per ſonal Integrity of Job, 
« and not the Queſtion concerning an equal or 


tt unequal. Providence, is the principal Subject 


« of the Book:” (or, as I would chooſe to tranſ- 


late it myſelf, From all this it is evident, that 
the Point principally conteſted in this Book is not 
an equal or unequal Providence, but &c,) Well, 


and what now ſays the learned Remarker to this 


ſhutting up of the Argument? Something, 


doubilels, as uſual, exceeding ſharp and clean. 


rr 


Tis 


Tis this: © He had before only told us bis 


[33] 


0 Opinion, and now from his Opinion, he lays, 
« jt appears. But "Appearances, we fee, are 
« deceitful ; as indeed they will always be, 


« when they ariſe only out of the Fancy or In- 


« clination, and not from the real Nature of 
6c Things.“ ; 
But is it becoming, Sir, a Man of Letters, 


to go ſo low, as to quibble upon an ambigu- 


ous Word, on purpoſe to make a Concluſion 


he does not like, appear ridiculous ? Could 


you really think that apparet was here put for 
wvidetur only? and not for liquet, cunſtat, ma- 
mfeſtum eſt, &c. the very Word I had uſed 


immediately before? Or is that the jeſt you 


aim at, — that from my Opinion only I ſhould 


conclude the thing was evident ? But if fo, 
with what Ingenuity could you ſay, He had 


« before only told us his Opinion? Don't I 


give the Reaſons of that Opinion in theſe ex- 
preſs Words, © That this which 1 have af- 


ce figned is the only Scope f the Book, will, 1 
&« think, be manifeſt to every one, as well from 
« Zhe Beginning and the End, as from the 
« whole Occonomy it: i. e. from the 
whole Conduct of the Drama, of which you 
allow me to have given a fair Account: And, 


don't I afterwards enforce thoſe Reaſons, when 
1 proceed to what, with an Air of Inſult, you 


pres F call 
4 - _— 


[ 34 ] 
call * my Advantages ? Have I not done 
this? or do I hut pb the Argument with one 
or other of theſe wiſe Conclufions, I think ſo, 
becauſe I think ſo — or This is my Opinion, 
and from my Opinion it plainly follows? 
But what if by this Expreſſion, Ex his, in- 
quam, apparet, I only meant, that from the 
Reaſons I had given for my Opinion, it might 
fairly be infer d, that there was at leaſt mne 
Appearance of Truth in it? Is a Concluſion 
to be laugh'd at, only for the Modeſty. of it? 
or are the Reaſons that ſupport it, the leſs 
convincing, for not being laid down in a per- 
emptory and dogmatical manner? I might, 
perhaps, have eſcaped this Sneer, if in the 
Language of more ſanguine Writers, I had 
ſaid — The Proof is friking — Our Reaſon 1s 
deciffue — From hence it is demonſtrable, &c. 
But tis not every one, that deals in Demon- 
 fFiration; nor is it my way to talk poſitively 
and arrogantly it diſputable Cafes. What I 
offer to the Public, I leave to be determin'd 
by it: Not diſpleaſed with thoſe who differ 
from me, nor much concerned about the Cre- 
dit I ſhall get or loſe by ſpeaking diffidently in 
a matter that is uncertain. And, if I might 
give my Thoughts without Offence, on a 
Point which does not concern me, had you 


dern more obſervant of Decorum in this re- 
ſpect, 
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ſpect, your uncommon Learning and Abilities 


would not have been the leſs generally reves 
renced upon that Account. 

But if a Writer, inſtead of modeſtly pro- 
poling, will magiſterially obtrude his new DI 
coveries upon the reſt of Mankind ; or think 
it Reaſon ſufficient, to bring under his Cor- 
rection, whoever does not immediately pay 
that Deference to his Opinions, which he 1- 
magines they are intitled to; no wonder if he 
finds himſelf in a State of War, even with 
thoſe who are moſt peaceably diſpoſed. A 
Conduct ſo over- bearing and diſtaſteful will be 
much more likely to create a Prejudice againſt 
the Truths he is endeavouring to evince, than 
to incline Mens Aſſent to them: nor will the 
gooq- natur'd and diſintereſted Reader obſerve 
others treated either with Contempt or Con- 
tumely, without feeling in himjelf a Diſ- 
poſition to reſent it, in proportion as he judges 
it to be undeſerved. But I beg pardon for a 
Digreſſion, which your civil Reflection upon 
the Modeſty of my Concluſion, and your 
candid Infinuation of the Reaſon of my diſ- 
ſenting from you, have unwillingly led me 
into. 

Among other imaginary Triumphs over my 
want of your critical Acumen, you ſeem pat- 
ticularly to pleaſe yourſelf with the Miſtakes 

* 2 I have 


[35] 
I hone made about - che Scope and Subjeft of 
the Book. 
e He goes on in this Manner : | For the 
ce ſole Purpoſe of the Sacred Writer feems to 


« me to be this; to compoſe a Work, that ſhould | 


te remain a perpetual Document of Humility and 
«© Patience, to all good Men in Affidtion, from 
cc his gun. feld Confideration ; as on one hand 
* of the infinite Perfection, Power, and Wiſ- 
 * domof God; fo, on the other, of human Cor- 
& ruption, Imbecullity, and Ignorance, diſco 
c wverable even in the beſt of Men. Upon 
which you thus remark :  * Such Talk in a 
& Sermon 10 his Pariſh, for the ſake of a mo- 
ral Application, might be right : But to 
"7 ſpeak ghus to the learned World is ſurely out 
. Seaſon.” 


To paſs over the Dececy of this Lan- 7 


guage, out of the Mouth of one, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it is, as well as mine, to preach to his 
Pariſh; Pray, why is it ſo out of Seaſon to the 
Learned World? Becauſe © The Critic will 
c be apt to tell him, he has miſtaken the 
« AFor for the Subject — And again, Here 
ct our Author, by a firange Fatality,” [ſtrange 

indeed, if it be a Fate upon him, to be per- 
.  petually blundering, when he differs from your 
Opinion] miſtaking the Narrative for the 
* 8 * * us * _ in 
| c 


[3] 

« the Introduction and Conclufon for that of he 
« Work itſelt. | 

Firſt you ſay, I have miſtgken the Afar 
ce for the Subject; and might upon the fame 
8 Principle, as well conclude, that the Pur- 
te poſe of Virgil's Poem is not the Eftabliſh= 
«© ment of an Empire in Jzaly, but the: perſo- 
nal Piety of AÆneas. But here I think 
your Acumen fails you, or that of the Critic 
who would be apt co tell me this: For the 
Purpoſe of a Writer is one thing, and the Sub- 
ject of bis Book another. If by the Purpoſe 
of a Poem you mean the thing aim'd at from 
the Beginning, and at laſt effected, the Sub- 
miſſion of Job, is as properly the Purpoſe of 
the Book, in what you call the argumentative 
Part of it, as the Settlement of Anas is that 
of Virgil's. And from the Purpoſe of the 
Book, I think, plainly appears what was the 
Purpoſe of the Writer. For if the Debate is 
carried on, in ſuch a manner, as to furniſh 
proper Arguments for Humility and Patience; 
if this is the Point that is all along in view, 
to correct in Fob the contrary Vices, and to 
reduce him to a right Temper and Knowledge 


of himſelf; and it appears at laſt, that he is 


thereby ſo reduced; it may very properly be 
affirmed, both, that the Purpoſe of the Author 
was to teach thoſe Virtues, and that they are 
regly aul, as well in that Part of the Book 

where 
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e by unreaſonable Oppoſition. ” 
Author, in your Opinion, intend it /hould. 


[337 
where they are n by Reaſon and Argu- 
ment, as where they are exemplified by Practice. 
But to give what you have remarked a more 
Particular Examination. What I had ſaid 
concerning the Purpoſe of the Author muſt be 
allowed to extend to the Whole of his Work; 
and Part of it you readily give up. © is 
. very true (tay you) that the Beginning and 
« End do exhibit a perpetual Document of 
6 Humility and Patience to all good Men.” 
So far then it ſeems we are agreed: But it is 
« as true, that the Body of the Work neither 
tt Mes nor could exhibit any ſuch Document, 
« Firſt, it does not, for that Humility and Pa- 
te tience, which Job manifeſts before his enter- 
* ing into the Diſpute, is ſucceeded by Rage 
« and Oftentation, when he becomes heated 


Nor did the 


For thus you aſk me in another Place: If 
te its Deſign was to give a perpetual Docu- 
ment of Humility and Patience, how 
* comes it to paſs, that the Author, in the Exe- 
ce cution of his Deſign, repreſents Fob com- 
& plaining, expoſtulating, and indulging him- 


| « ſelf in an ungovernable Grief, raſhly chal- 


<c lenging God, and glorying in his own Inte- 
« ority ? ” Why! ? Becauſe, beſides the Foun- 


dation for it in Job's real Hiſtory, the Nature of 
the Drama requir d it: the Deſign of which was 


1 10 


7 
5 to ſhew the Unjuſtifiableneſs of ſuch Com- 
plaints and Exceſſes under the ſtrongeſt Tem- 


ptations to them. But you go on: Could 


a Painter, think you, in order to repreſent. 


the Eaſe and Safety of Navigation, draw a 
Veiel getting with much Pains and Dif- 
te ficulty into Harbour, after having loſt all 
e her Lading, and been miſerably torn, and 
* ſhattered by a Tempeſt? and yet, you think, 
a Writer, in order to give a Document of 
_ « Humility and Patience, had /affictently dij- 
e charged his Plan, if he made Fob conclude. 
e refigned and ſubmiſſfve, tho he had drawn 
« him turbulent, impatient, and almoſt blaſ- 
ce phemous throughout the whole Piece. 
Yes ſure! I do think fo, and with a great 
deal of Reaſon, if the greateſt Part of the 
Piece is taken up in ſuch Speeches, as, in the 
Nature and Deſign of them are extremely 
proper to make him conclude ſo. Such are the 
admirable Speeches of Elibu and God him- 
ſelf; and even thoſe of his Friends; which, 
tho', as they carried in them either oblique or 
direct Reflections upon his Integrity, ſerved 
only to provoke and inflame him, are very good 
Leſſons to us of Patience and Humility ; as 
is indeed the very Arrogance and Frowardneſs 
of Job himſelf, conſidered as giving Occaſion 
to thoſe humbling Sentiments of the Perfe- 


ction of God, the Weakneſs and Corruption 
| of 
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of Man, the Efficacy of Repentance and Sub- 
miſſion towards? the removing of Affliction, 
and the like, which are interſperſed throughout 


the whole, and which borrow the Help of 
Poetry and a dramatical Repreſentation, only 
to be conveyed to the Reader in a more lively 


r affeeting manner. 


'You ſeem, Sir, by this angela of the 


Ship, to go upon this Mifake ; that a Docu- 


ment muſt neceſſarily be conveyed by an Ex- 


' ample or Repreſentation of the Thing taught. 


But have you never heard, that it was a Pra- 
tice among the Spartans to make their S/aves 
drunk, in order to give their Children a Leſſon 
of S obriety * ? The Parable of the Prodigal Sor: 
is, in one Part of it, a lively Repreſentation of 
ne and Riot; ; but the Scope of it is, 
doubtleſs, not only to encourage Repentance, 
but to recommend Virtue and Regularity. It 
would be an Abſurdity, to paint a Ship in a 
Storm, or that with Difficulty had outlived 
it, in order 0 repreſent the Eaſe and Safety of 
Navigation; but no Abſurdity, to paint ſuch 
a one, as you have deſcribed, by Way of Do- 
cument to keep on Land, or as a Caution to 
the +. 1725 
Ene Bube R 
Cummittat pelago rate. 
ec „But, Secondly, as it does not (you ſay) exhi- 


© bit — Document, ſo it could not; be- 


cc * cauſe 


[4] 

ce 2 it is altogether argumentative ; 5 the ſub- 
& ject of which muſt neceſſarily be a Propo- 
« ſition debated, and not a Document exem- 
« plified.” [I have already obviated this, and 
what follows it, by ſhewing that it is not al- 
ways neceſſary that a Document ſhould be ex- 
emplified.) A Precept may be convey d 
% in Hiſtory, but a Diſputation can ex- 
& hibit only @ debated Queſtion.” [How then 
came thoſe Precepts of Submiſſion and Repen- 
tance to find their way into this D:ſputation, 
if you will call it ſo, which it every where a- 
bounds with? Deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening 
of the Almighty, &c. Acquaint thyſelf now 
with bim and be at peace, &c. If Iniquity be 
in thy Hand, put it far away, &c. &c. Are 
not theſe, Precepts convey d in a debated Qveſ- | 
tion?] * have ſhewn what that Queſtion is 
e and he, inſtead of proving that I have aſ- 
« ſigned a wrong one, goes about to perſuade 
te the Reader, that there is no Queſtion at all. 
That there is 20 Queſtion at all, in your Senſe, 
that is, No Propoſition logically debated with 
Reaſoning and Arguments, 1 ſhall preſently 
 ſhew; and then, I hope, it will need no prov- 
ing, that, when you aſſigned ſach a Queſtion 
for the Subject of the Diſpute, you aſſigned a 
wrong one. What I went about to perſuade 
the Reader, in my Preface, was this: That 
; nn 


* L 
the Queſtion principally debated, or tier, 
the chief Point in Conteſt, between Job and his 
Friends, was his Perſonal Integrity. This, I 
obſerv'd, they had call'd in Queſtion upon two 
Accounts: becauſe he was ſo greatly afflicted, 
and becauſe he was then ſo very impatient. 
They will have it that his Complaints were in- 
decent and undutiful ; and that his Sufferings 
were a manifeſt Indication of his Guilt, But 
| theſe they do not urge as a concluſive Argument, 
but only as a preſumptive Evidence of it; or as a 
_ probable Reaſon, which would juſtify their ſuſ- 
pecting it. Surpriſing therefore is your Tranſ- 
lation and Perverſion of the following Paſſage: 
Hanc enim (quod omnino obſervandum eft 2 in du- 
bium vocaverant amici, non ideò tantùm quod 
afftFus eſſet, ſed quod affiius impatientius #e 
gereret, Deique juſtitiæ obmurmuraret ; & qui 
ftrenuus videlicet aliorum hortator Firat ad for- 
| titudinem & conſtantiam, quum ifſe tentaretur, 
vickus labaſteret. And for this I referred to 
to chap. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4. This Paſſage, you thus 
accurately tranſlate : For tbat (i. e. his perſonal 
Integrity) it was which his Friends doubted of, 
not ſo much on Account of his Afliction, as 
for the not bearing his Afiidtion with Pa- 
tience, but complaining of the Juſtice of 
God. And that he, who was an able Adviſer 
_ of others to Fortitude and Cunſtancy, ſhould, 
when his wn Trial came, fink under the Stroke 


[424 

of his Diſaſters. And then immediately * 
allkk—*< My not on account of his Afflictions? 
As if T had either ſaid, or inſinuated, that his 
Afflictions were no part of the foundation of 
their charge againſt him. Non ideo tantum 
quod afflietus eſſet, which plainly imports, that 
hisSufferings were the fir ft or chief Cauſe of their 
doubt concerning him, is firſt of all dwindled 
into — Not fo much on account of his Affliction; 
and immediately after into — Nothing at all. 

But T begin to be weary of following you 
through the many Paſſages of your Remarks, 
which J had noted, as I went along, (rather 
for the Manner thin the Matter of them, tho 
I have conſider'd St; and wherein J found 
myſelf diſappointed of that Civility and Can- 
dour, which 1 thought, if any Man had, I 
had reaſon to expect from you. I ſhall trouble 
the Reader with but one more, the length of 
which, as it is ſomewhat curious, I hope he 
will cxcale ; and ſhall then proceed, by en- 
tring directly upon the Merits of the Cauſe, 
to make him ſome amends, for what I fear he 
will have hitherto thought a Loſs of his Time. 
"Tis the labour'd Parody you have given of 
what I had ſaid concerning the Scope of the 
Book. 

8 - { proceeds. For altho' in the Speeches 
be that occur, there be much Talk of Reli- 
g a << gion, 


| [ 44 J L 
<« gion, Virtue, and Providence, of Gods 
* Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Holineſs in the Go- 
0  yernment of the World, of one Principle 
of all Things, and other moſt important 
* Truths; yet, that this which I have aſſign- 

© ed is the only Scope of the Book, will ap- 

pear manifeſt to every one, as well from the 
* Beginning and the End, as from the Oeco- 
* nomy of the whole. For, to fay all in a 
word, it firſt preſents Fob complaining, expo- 
* ſtulating, and indulging himſelf in an un- 
e governable Grief; afterwards (when, as the 

Nature -of the facred Drama requir'd, by 

* the Contradiction of his Friends, and their 

« ſiniſter Suſpicions, he became more and 

© more teized and irritated) raſhly challenging 
* God, and glorying in his own Integrity; 
<< yet, at length, brought back to a due Sub- 
ͤämiſſion and Knowledge of himſelf —— ” 

| (you ſhould have gone on to the End of the 
Sentence, when you were quoting me for the 
Scope of the Author) © then at laſt, and not 
te before, receiving from God both the Re- 

1 « ward and Teſtimony of his Uprightneſs *.” 

[1 i | The 
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& Quamvis enim in ſermonibus, qui in eo habentur, de reli- 
tone, de virtute, de providentia, Deique in mundo gubernan- 
do ſapientia, juſtitia, ſanctitate, de uno rerum omnium prin- | 
cipio, aliiſque graviſſimis veritatibus diſſertetur, hunc tamen 
quem dixi unicum eſſe libri ſcopum, tam ex initio & fine, 
quam ex univerſa ejus ceconomia cuivis, opinor, manifeſtum erit. 
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The very Quotation of this Paſſage, it ſeems, is 
ſufficient to ſhew the Abſurdity of it. For thus 
you go on. The Reader no ſees mn © 
[What, already! before you have ſo much as 
told him what he is to ſee] © that all this is juſt 
« gs pertinent, as if I ſhould fay, that Mr. 
“ Chillingworth's Book againſt Nut was not 
c to prove the Religion of Proteſtants a ſafe 
Way to Salvation, but to give the Picture of 
« an artful Caviller, and a candid Diſputer, 
«« For, although in the Arguments that occur 
« there be much Talk of Proteſtantiſm, Po- 
d pery, Infallibility, a Judge of Controver- 
ce ſies, Fundamentals of Faith, and other moſt 
« important Matters; yet, that this which I 
« have aſſigned is the only Scope of the Book, 
« will appear manifeſt to every one, as well 
« from the Beginning and the End, as from 
e the Oeconomy of the whole. For it fir 
« preſents the Sophiſt quibbling, chicaning, 
<« and indulging himſelf in all the imaginable 
« Methods of falſe Reaſoning : And ſoon after, 
sas the Courſe of Diſputation requir'd, reſt= 


Fa enim, ut rem omnem ſummatim complectar, Jobum exhi- 
bet, primo quidem querentem, expoſtulantem, <ffrani luctui 
indulgentem ; mox (quum, ut ſacri dramatis natura poſtulabat, 
amicorum contradictione ſiniſtriſque ſuſpicionibus magis magiſ- 

que irritatus & laceſſitus eſſet) imprudentius Deum provacantem, 
atque in juſtitia ſua gloriantem; ad debitam tandem ſummiſſio- 
nem ſuique cognitionem revocatum, tum demum, nec antea, 


integritatis ſuæ tam pros m, quam teſtimonium a Deo repor- 
tantem. 


ah ing 


TEE 


ing on his own Authority, and loading his 


« Adverſary with perſonal Calumnies; yet, at 


e length, by the Force of Truth and good 
$3 1 brought back to the Point; confu- 
4 ted, expoſed; and put to Silence, Now if 


I ſhould fay this of the Book of Chilling- 


& worth, would it not be as true, and as much 
fo the Purpoſe, as what our Author hath ſaid of 
the Book of Fob? ” Why, really, Sir, I don't 
know: but it ./, and yet be very true too (if 
I had ſaid fo) — hon this Conceſſion, that Chil- 


Hingworth's Book is a dramatical Poem, and that 


the Moral of it is to recommend Truth and 
fair Reaſoning, by ſhewing that nothing is got 
at laſt by Sophiſtry and Chicanery, but Shame 
and Confuſion. But, without this Conceſſion, 
this whole ingenious and diverting Illuſtration 
muſt paſs, with the judicious Obſerver, for 


that common Expedient of unfair Diſputants, + 


to prejudice the Reader againſt the real Truth, 
vir. the dreſſing up ſomething like it as ridicu- 
louſly as you can, and then perſuading him, 
that he is laughing at the Truth 77/elf, when he 
is only laughing at the Mock-Reſemblance you 
have given of it. To ſhew the Fairneſs of thus 
miſleading the Reader's Judgment, ſince you 
love Compariſons, take a familiar Inſtance. 
*T's juſt as if we ſhould each of us lay a Plank 


acroſs the ſame Water, in every thing alike u 
* 


FA 
this, that mine has a real, though not apparent 
Support, and yours is without any at all: A 
Stranger has Occaſion to paſs over; and you 
endeavour to perſuade him that neither of 
them will bear, by deſiring him to make Trial 
of yours. n e e eee, 
But to baulk nothing that you have ſaid, 
and to give your Argument its full Force, let 
us hear how you proceed: The Matters 
(you fay) in the Diſcourſe of the Neli- 
te gion of Protęſtants could not be treated as 
« they are, without exhibiting the two Cha- 
e racters of a Sophiſt and a true Logician; 
e nor could the Matters of the Book of Fob 
be treated as they are, without exhi- 
e biting a good Man in Affliction, com- 
« plaining, and expoſtulating, and impatient 
« under the Contradiction of his Friends, yet 
te at length brought back to a due Submiſſion 
and Knowledge of himſelf. But therefore 
e to make this the ſole or chief Scope of the 


I Tho' the Matters in the Book of Fob could not be treated 
as they are, without repreſenting a good Man, complaining, 
expoſtulating, and impatient, c. yet the Matters you contend 
for, that is, a Queſtion upon the cone and moſt abſtract Sub- 
Jet (Div. Log. vol. ii, p. 484.) might, I apprehend, have 
been zreated otherwiſe, without any Impropriety. Whereas, 
conſider the Diſpute as Per/onal, and you ſee at once the Pro- 
priety, and almoſt Neceſſity, of the Matters being zreated as 
they are, and of Job's being fo repreſented. 


| 64 N Book, 
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ec Book, is 1 er 7 2 all the Rules of Inter- 
be gnetation. But , Sir, a very ſmall 
degree. of either Candour or Attention would- 
Have ſufficed to let you ſee, that, by the Scope 
of the Book I did not mean the Subje# of it, 
but the Purps/e of the ſacred Author, (the 
Point be had in view) in writing it. And, 
pray, what Rules of Interpretation are perver- 
ted by making that to be the Purpoſe of an 
Author or the Scope, of his Book, which 
manifeſtly appears to be ſo? or by affirming, 
that, in the caſe before us, it was the facred 
Author's Deſgn to leave behind him, as in 
Fatt he has done, a perpetual Document of 
Patience and Humility ? ſomething that ſhould 
in all Ages of the Church, teach and recom- 
mend that perfect Reſignation, which highly 
becomes, and is the bounden Duty of be 
very beft of Men, under a ſuffering and affli- 
Red Condition: that ſhould inculcate for ever 
this momentous Truth, that zo Hinacence or In- 
ty of theirs will juſtify their thinking them- 
ſelves hardly dealt with, or their breaking out 
into Expreſſions of Paſſion and Reſentment 
either towards God or Man, or ſo much as 
harbouring the Thoughts of it, even though 
their Sufferings ſhould have the additional 
Weight of rite them to Cenſure, Con- 


_ A and Obloquy upon the Account of them; 
but 


[49] 

Ld hes; ene dhe er e 

Afflictions patiently, God in his good time will + 

deliver them out of them, and abundantly. re- 

ward them. This, Sir, if you pleaſe, you may a- 

gain call preaching ; but you muſt wink hard, if, 

when I have laid the whole Proceſs of the Dea : 

bate before you, you ſee not the Truth of it. 

The Occaſion of all the Miſtakes you ' 

have made yourſelf, and charged ne with, 

upon this Head; was, as I have hinted a- 
bove; your underſtanding, what I had faid of 
the Scope of the Book, to be meant of the Sub. 

ject of it. I have indeed the Misfortune to + 
differ from you as to both. With regard to 

the Scope of it; your Opinion is, that it was 

written to give Comfort to the Fews, now'as 

bout to fall under the Diſcouragements of an un- 

equal Providence; mine, that it was written 

to give a Leſſon of Patience and Humility to 

good Men under Affliction, in all Ages of the 

Church. With regard to the Subject, your” 

Opinion is, that the grand Queſtion debated 
between Fob and his Friends is; Whether Gad 

adminiſters his Government over Men here with; 

an equal Providence, jo as that the good are 

always profperous, and the bad unhappy, or; whts 

ther on the contrary, there be not ſuch apparent - 
| Inequality, as that Proſperity and Adverſity 
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[ 50] 
that ' the grand Diſpute is, Yhether Jos was 
really the upright and religious Man he appeared 
o be, or at' the Bottom, but an a * 


Diſembler with God and Man. 


To come then to the Proof of my Aſſer- 
tion: » That the principal Queſtion in the 
Book of Job is not concerning an equal or un- 


qual Providence, but . N ee 
Integrity. | 


e tel Book ben incl 


ding the Introduction and Concluſion; the Sub- 
ject of it may then not improperly be call d the 


Hiſtory of Fob; containing, more particularly, 
an Account of his Sufferings, his Behaviour 
under them, and his Reſtoration after them. 


In tbis view the Book is uniform and of a 


Piece; the Body of it being as properly an Ac- 
count of ane Part of his Trial, and his De- 


meanour ander it, as the Beginning or Intro- 
duction is of the other Parts, and his Demea- 


nour under them. From this Hiſtory it appears, 
that God was pleaſed to exerciſe this holy 
Man with Afflictions of various Kinds; all 


. which he bore with great Conſtancy and Pa- 
tience, but the laſt, and ſevereſt of them, 


(when ſuperadded to the reſt,) the Unkindneſ 


| of his Friends, manifeſted by their unjuſt Su- 


* Nun primario agi in hoc libro de Providentia, Ave equali, ä 


Joe inequal fed de perſonali Jobi integritate. Prof. X1V. - 
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[87] - 
picions and criminal Accuſation of him. This 
Part of his Trial is repreſented dramatically ; 
that is, whatever natural Infirmity or human 
Weakneſs would be apt to ſuggeſt upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, and in ſuch Circumſtances, is, 
by the facred Writer, put into the Mouth of 
Fob, and whatever could be ſuppoſed to irri- 
1 tate and inflame him, into that of his Friends. 
| As the Nature of the Drama requir'd, and as 
 F 4s uſual in perſonal Debates, both Sides carry 
3 their reſpective Parts to great Exceſs. Another 
Perſon intervenes as Moderator between them, 
and ſhews wherein they had all of them been 
wrong. But as the principal Point aim'd at is 
to reduce Fob to a due Submiſſion, he chiefly 
directs his Argument and Diſcourſe to him, 
thereby preparing him for thoſe Speeches, 
which afterwards God himſelf is introduced 
as making to him, and which have the Effect 
they were deſigned to have, being indeed fitted 
to ſilence not Fob only, but every Creature who 
has the Preſumption to call his Creator to an 
Account for the Diſſ penilitiohs of his Provi- 
dence. 

This, Sir, is my Account, and a plain and 
eaſy one it is, of the Deſign and Subject of the 
Book of Fob. An Account, that neither re- 
quires in the ſacred Author of it, a Degree of 
Art and Refinement unknown to the Simplici- 


— — — —ů 
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[52] 
ty of the earlieſt Ages, nor repreſents the 
Actors in it as loſt and bewilder'd in an intricate 
Diſpute ; and even Elihu the Moderator, and 
God the Decider, leaving the Queſtion as per- 
plexed as they found it, and delivering them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner, ab tends more to 
cloud than clear up the Obſcurities of the De- 
bate a. All which ariſes ſolely from your ma- 
king bat to be the Queſtion which 7s not the 
1 Queſtion; from making the Diſpute be- 
tween Job and his Friends to be an Affirmation q 
on one Side, and a Negation on the other, q 
argumentatively maintained, upon a cool and 
abſtract Subject, inſtead of what in Truth it 
is, a Charge alledged and denied, in the moſt 
tender and intereſting Point, a Man's own In- 
tegrity, with all that Warmth and Vehemence 
of Spirit, which ſuch an Occafion naturally q 
produces. From your making — That to be F 
the Queſtion, which is neither ſtated at the Begin- | 
ning of the Debate, nor determined at the Con- 
cluſion of it. That the Queſtion, which, tho 
yqu will have it to be the main Subject of the 
Book, does not, upon Examination, take up on- 
{jth Part of it. For, if you will bi at the Pains 
to count them, you will find, what perhaps you 
are not aware of, that of above a thouſand 
[ Verſes, excluſive of the Narration, not two 
I} Di. Leg. Jol. II. p. 546. . 
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hundred have one Word of them, that Cs 
either to the Good that happens to the Good, 


or to the Evil that happens to the Bad, all the 
reſt being either perſonal Accuſation, virulent 
Reproaches, Exhortations to Submiſſion „ge- 
neral Poſitions of God's Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Power, Cc. on the one Hand; or perſonal 
Defence, Complaints, W A g Juſtifi- 
cations, Appeals, on the other, bat the 
Queſtion, pon which whatever is ſaid by either 
Side, that does relate to it, is ſo far from being 
 frrittly argumentative, that * tis only Repetition 
of the ſame Things over and over again, . poeti- 

cally amplified and exaggerated, mm That 
the Queſtion, which, according to your own 
Hypotheſis, could not be a Queſtion in the Age 
or Place where the Scene is laid: Nor, as ap- 
pears from the Management of the Debate, a- 
mong the Diſputants themselves whom you will 
have to debate it; inaſmuch as both Sides ap- 
peal with the utmoſt Aſſurance, to Experience, 
for the Truth of what they reſpectively main- 
tain in Support or Abatement of the principal 
Point; Fob for the Proſperity of the wicked, 
and his Friends for the contrary. There muſt 
therefore have been many Examples (as there 
are now) both of the Puniſhment and of the 
Impunity of wicked Men, and conſequently, 
Good and Evil promiſcuouſſy di n 
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A Queſtion, in which each ſide is ſo far 


from ſticking firmly to the laſt, as you have 


more than once confidently affirmed, to 
his part in the Debate, that Job towards the 
Cloſe of it o, as expreſsly aſſerts the Puniſh- 
ment of Wickedneſs and Hypocriſy as his 
Friends had done. The plain caſe is this. 
Examples enough DL there were, of 
God's Judgments upon enormous Sinners, 

whereon to ground an Accuſation of a Man's 
Innocence under extraordinary Calamity, for 
thoſe who were unkindly and uncharitably diſ- 
poſed. Upon theſe Examples Job's Friends 
ground — 3 Charge againſt him of paſt Wick- 
eanefs, (as they did that of Arrogance and In- 
pietyupon his preſent Behaviour) ſuggeſting, and 
in two or three Places ? affirming, That to be 


perpetually and univerſally true, which they could 


not but know admitted of many Exceptions. 


Job, on the other hand, not only avows his own 
Integrity, but as peremptorily and roundly de- 
nies, what they alledged in ſupport of their Ac- 
cufation, as they had atteſted it; affirming, that 
it was 10 far from being true, that the wicked 


only were unhappy, that they were generally 


1 the moſt happy and proſperous. But it muſt 
be obſerved, that this he does but once, and 


only in the Heat of the Debate, For when he 


comes to his cooler Thoughts, he ſhews that 


© Chap. zxvii, Þ Chap. iv. 7. viii. 13, 20, xx. 4. 


5 1 
he was as fully Laticfied: of the Truth of hat 
they ſaid, in general, as they. could be; only 


ſtill inſiſting, that it proved not what they aim- | 


ed to infer from it. 


All this put together, is, I think, cafficient 


to convince any Perſon of common Under- 


ſtanding, that the Queſtion you contend for is 


not the immediate Subject of the Book, nor 
the principal thing debated in it; which was 
the negative Part of my Afſertion. But this 


will ſtill more plainly appear, when I have 
likewiſe proved the pofzive Part of it, namely, 
| that the chief Point in Conteſt between Fob 


and his Friends is his perſonal Integrity: By 
which I mean, that the Diſpute relates chiefly 


to Job's Behaviour, as a good or bad Man, as 


well under, as before, his Afflictions. 


That I may not hereafter be obliged to inter- 
rupt too often the Thread of the Argument, it 
may be proper, in this Place, to give an Anſwer 
to ſome Queſtions that have been put with re- 
gard to the Conduct of theſe Friends of his; 


and to account for ſome Difficulties, whicty 
have not a little puzzled the Commentators, 
nor hitherto n met with a clear NES Solu- 
tion. 


judge ſo uncharitably of him, and to be fo ob- 


ſtinately bent on pronouncing him guilty, the 


ey of whoſe former Life and Converſa- 
tion 
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[55] 
tion they were ſo well acquainted with » ? Is 
anſwer to this it might be ſaid, that how fair 
an Appearance ſoever of Videws and Religion 
Fob might make in the Eyes of his Friends; - 
none but God alone could perfectly know the 
Sincerity of his Heart, and the Purity of his 
private Converſation, But not to inſiſt upon 
this, you have yourſelf given a ſufficient Solu- 


their of this Difficulty from the Nature of the 


Work. © Suppoſe now (fay you) the Work 
ce to be drainatical, and we immediately ſee 


«the Reaſon of their Behaviour, For had 
© they not been indulged in their ſtrange cap- 
tious Humour, the Author could never have 


C produced a Piece of that Integrity of Action, 


«which a ſcenic Repreſentation demanded : 
« And they might as well have held their 
« Tongues ſeven Days longer, as not ap | 
« dict, when they did begin to ſpeak 4.” 

this, Sir, is extremely right; and, in wa 


ol humble Opinion, accounts as well for their 
5 Oontradiction, throughout the whole Piece, as 


at the Beginning of it. 


2. But, not content with ins this; fr ö 


: che ſake of your Allegory you muſt needs go fur- 


ther. This Repreſentation of F riendſhip Is, ; 


it ſeems, altogether unnatural ; nor can it 


P See Mr. Worthington's Diſſertation u 7b, Pag. 479. | 
Div. Leg. Vol. II. p. 486. Remarks, p. . 5 
1 Div. Leg. Vol. II. p. 487. As 
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otherwiſe be accounted for, than by fi bpofing 
that under theſe three miſerable Comfor- 
« ters, how true Friends ſoever in the Fable, 
* certain falſe Friends (viz. the three capital 
« Enemies of the Fews, SANBALLAT, To- 
«© BIAH, and GESHEM) were intended to be 
e ſhadow'd out in the Moral.” For thus you 
proceed: This, as to what the Drama in ge- 
« neral required. But had this been all we 
e could ſay for their Conduct, we ſhould needs 
« confeſs, that the divine Poet had done, 
* what mere mortal Poets ſo frequently do; 
ce franſgreſſed Nature (in ſuch a Repreſenta- 
e tion of Friendſhip) for the ſake of his Plot.“ 
But, what if he has? was there not a very 
good Reaſon, nay, a ſort of Neceſſity, for his 

doing ſo? Job's Sufferings were, in all reſpects, 
the moſt extraordinary that mere Man was ever 
tried with. It was therefore but conſiſtent 
with the Part he is made to fill in the Drama, 
that his Trial of his Patience ſhould, like he 
reſt, be attended with every Circumſtance, 
that could aggravate the Weight, or increaſe 
the Sharpneſs of it. A diſhonour of this Kind, 
done to him by an oben Enemy, he might have 
born; but the Sting of his Calamity was, that 

his Innocence ſhould be ſuſpected, and his 
Cauaracter traduced by his intimate and familiar 

1 Friends. And yet, as unnatural as this Beha- 


e Div. oo] p. 48. 
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viour 


[58 6 
viour may appear in itſeif, it muſt h- owned, 
that there is ſomething extremely natural in the 
maimer of its being gradually work'd up, from 
one thing to another, till it comes at laſt to 
that Pitch of Extravagance and Exceſs, which 
indeed is ſhocking. For, tis obſervable, that 
from oblique, and covert, and general Þinua- 
tions (rather than Accuſations) of his Guilt, 
they proceed to (what in their Conſcience they 
could not but acquit him of) a direct, and open, 
and particular Charge, of the higheſt and moſt 
notorious Crimes. 

23. The third Difficulty is, how it comes to 
paſs that theſe Friends are at laſt condemned 
by God, and Job acquitted? My Wrath is 

 kindled againſt thee (ſays God to Eliphaz) and 
againſt thy two Friends : For ye have not ſpo- 
ken of me the thing that is right, as my Servant 
| Job hath. And yet (ſays a learned Writer on 
* this occaſion) the general Doctrine they 
ce maintain, that Sin is the Cauſe of ſuffering, 
ee or that moral Evil is the Cauſe of natural 
e Evil, is an undoubted and fundamental Do- 
e Ctrine of natural and reveal'd Religion. This 
* is the Principle they build all their Reaſon- 
e ing upon, and which they never vary from; 
“ and, I think, I may defy any one to point 
out where either of them derogates from the 
* divine Agribates, in any 1 view we have yet 
«« ſeen 


a_—_— wc — IT 
* — e 
reren 5 2 


r 


re 


See YN Es Al Coe, 
8 


o 
— 8 z: 2 


— rr = — e — ——— — . r nngs SattOPRs ga . Pea gn 7c > SR Et n 
—— — — — — - — — * 
* - 
J 2 7 - 


2 136-1 
— 2 — 


* ents „«. 
22) erer e 


> 


—ͤñ—— —u— — — — 


T 5 * 


« ſeen of the part they act . And, to give | 


his Opinion the Sanction of Autkority, he 
adds this by way of Note. With regard 
“ hereto, Mr. Warburton: very juſtly obſerves, 
<« that the ſevere Sentence Patled upon the 
ce three Friends for Impiety, is a thing to be 
* admired; being utterly inexplicable. on the 
e common Interpretation. For let them be, 
ſays he, as guilty as they would to Fob; 
they are all the way Advocates. for God; 


« and; hold nothing concerning him that did 


„ not become his Nature and Providence. 


** But once ſuppoſe theſe three Friends repre- 


s ſent the Adver/aries of the Jews, and the 
ef Minen vaniſhes.” Div. Leg. Vol. II. 
Pag. 539. 1 
But this it is for Gentlemen of Learning to 
be arguing from Tranſlations, or not accurate- 
ly to examine for themſelves the Original. The 
Words of which in this Place are, o dibberu 
el-at naconab. Ye have not ſpoken to me the 
** thing that is right. And with this exactly a- 
grees the Chaldee Paraphraſe. The meaning 
of it may be, « Ye have not made an Acknow- 
« ledgment. of your Fault to me, as Fob has 


c made of his. Job's Fault was his inſiſting too 


arrogantly upon his own Juſtification, and ex- 


poſtulating with God the Hardſhip of his Ca. 


« Diſfert. on Job, þ. 484 | ö 
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[ 60 ] 


This Offence he at laſt acknowledges, and ſub- 
mits himſelf. Not fo his Friends; whoſe Fault 
was, that, under the Pretence of Zeal for 
God's Honour and the vindicating of his Ju- 
ſtice, they had been guilty of Uncharitableneſs 
and Inhumanity to his afflicted Servant; and, 
inſtead of adminiſtring that Comfort to him, 
which his deplorable Condition requir'd, Had 
loaded him with the moſt virulent Cenſures and 
Reproaches. This Interpretation of the Text 
ſeems further countenanced from God's ap- 
pointing the very Perſon, whom they had fo 

wickedly condemned, to be their Interceſſor 
with him, to avert the Puniſhment due to their 
Folly . But the Words will likewiſe admit of 
another Interpretation. The Particle el- ai does 
in many Places ſignify evomoy hr, cbram me, 
apud me. And ſo it is here render'd by the 
Septuagint, the Syriac, and the Vulgate. The 
Meaning of the Paſſage, according to this Ver- 
fion, will be this; Ye have not ſpoken before 
me (cat! is, during the Courſe of this Debate, 


5 Gan minus, faciam ad PRES ſtultitiam "CY * 
ne vobis faciam quod meretur ſtultitia veſtra, Formula, quæ 
peenam aliquam ignominioſam in publico infligendam ad terro- 
rem & exemplum adfert : inculcans ſimul, graviſſimi criminis, 
atque adeo flagitii, ſeſe alligaſſe ſupercilioſos illos cenſores, qui, 

| ſub ſpecioſo prætextu Religionis & Cauſæ Dei, tam ſuperbe 
ſimul & acerbe, vel guttulam ſolatii urentiſſimis amici doloribus 
inſpergere negaſſent : quin vulnera ejus venenare, & identidem 
inflammare, non dubitaſſent. Net. in *. 5:5 


at 


= — = 


r 
at which God is ſuppoſed to have been in an 
eſpecial and extraordinary manner preſent, as 
a Hearer and Spectator) the thing that is right *. 
Not as if God was hereby condemning what 
they had ſpoken r:ghtly of himſelf or his At- 
tributes, but the 2// Ve they had made of it: 
The general Tenor of their Argumentation; 
their way of managing their Charge againſt 
Fob; the Part they held in the Diſpute; 3 *. 
The accuſing and condemning an innocent Per- 
fon on account of his Sufferings. But for this 
they could not juſtly have been blamed, whe- 
ther they were Friends or Enemies, had the 
Queſtion you aſſign for it, been the Subject of 
the Book, and the Part they maintain in it, an 
equal Providence. 

Having thus clear d the way t to the Sg 
and Management of the Debate, let us now 
attend to both. 

Fob's Friends, as has been obſerved, who 
came to comfort him, are repreſented. as hav- 


ing ſpent ſeven Days _— in the N 
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t Hoc naconah adi ne 9 revocare _ & ratio 
jubent. In eo Fobus naconah rectum diſſeruit, quamvis in cir- 
cumſtantiis ulterius evectus fuerit quam modeſtia & prudentia pa- 
terentur, quatenus bonam rectamque cauſam habuerat, & quic- 
quid animoſitatis pro ſe tulerat, non ex contumacia, ſed ex con- 
ſcientiæ puritate, firmitate, nn rer - 
n nt. 1115 rats (ora | 
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[62] | 

and moſt ſolemn mourning *, without fo 
much as ſpeaking to him. This Silence of 
theirs might proceed partly from Prudence and 
Compaſſion v, and partly from their Beginning 
. . See the Notes upon this Place. | 1 1 
Vou will give me leave, Sir, by the way, to ſay a Word 
or two of an Author, who has refer'd to my Note upon this 
Paſſage, after a manner which I don't very wwell underſtand; 
and who, in the ſmelling out an Allegory, has the Honour to 
conteſt the Prize with you, if not to T0 it away from you. 
The Perion I ſpeak of is the Reverend Mr. William Worthing- 
ton; Who, to his Eſay on the Scheme and Conduct, Procedure and 
Extent of Man's Redemption, has annexed a Diſſertation upon the 
Book of Job; in which he endeavours to prove it (as you have 
done) to be allegorical, as well as dramatical; tho' he differs 


with you in the Allegory contain'd under it. He will have 70 


«© To be a Repreſentative of Adam, or rather of Mankind in 
general: The. Happineſs of Job's firſt Condition, and the 
« Uprightneſs of his Life, well agree (ſays he) with the State 
of our firſt! Parents in Paradiſe: Satan's Temptation was 
* common to both; and the deplorable Condition to which Job 


** was reduced, in conſequence of Satan's Permiſſion to aſſault him, 


«« fitly enough repreſents the miſerable Condition of fallen Man, 
** ftript of the Riches of God's Grace, and /mitten all ouer with 


the Leproſy of Sin; which is more noiſome to the Soul than 
* the moſt loathſome Diſeaſes can be to the Body. So lilce- 


« wiſe in the Care and Reftoration of Fob—The bleſſing him 


_ * with a Portion of earthly Felicity, double to what he en- 


* joy'd before, and the Prolongation of his Life beyond the 
* common Extent of the Times he liv'd in: All this Teems to 
intimate Hopes of the Recovery of human Nature, to its firſt. 
© happy State, in full as great Perfection as our firſt Parents 
<« enjoy'd it, if not greater.” Dirt. pag. 49 5. | 

I have given his Aporbeſi at length, to let the Reader ſee, 
that bis Allegory, (if we maſt have one) is at leaſt: as precious 
as yours; and, to ſpeak freely my Opinion, the more ſpecious 


ol the two. But the Miſchief of it is, that this fame Allegory 
thing elſe, 


(jaſt as yours does) carries him on further to | 
which is not altogether ſo ſpecibus. Nor could this be avoided, 


according to the eacteſt Rules of good Writing (Div. Leg. Vol. II. 


06.). For, as you rightly obſerve, The U/e of alle- 


Pag. 5 aN | _ 
5 AN Repreſentations is to conyey ſome peculiar circum- 
: | | | « fantial 


. 
— 
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[63] 
to entertain ſome Suſpicions injurious to his 
Character, as well from the Extraordinarineſs 


« ſtantial Truths ; whereas, when ſome general Moral, fit for 
« a/] times, is to be recommended, it is beſt ſhewn in a le 
& dramatic Image.” [The very Reaſon, why I think the 
Book of Job to be only dramatical.] Now the particular 
Truth, convey'd under this cad Allegory of our Author, is the 
Origin of Evil from the Fall of Man; and therefore the Book 
was written, he thinks, in Oppoſition to the Doctrine of the Me- 
tempſychoſis, or Tranſmigration ; or rather Palingenefia of Souls, 
which was but a Part of the univerſal Apocataſtafis ; pag. 503. 
(Poor Fob! what will theſe allegorical Refiners make of thee 
at laſt?) and, going upon this Suppoſition, he interprets very 
naturally, as you may imagine, many Texts hitherto not 
rightly underſtood. 

Bur to return to the Occaſion of my ſpeaking of this Author. 
Having read, it ſeems, what I had deliver'd in my Notes up- 
on the Behaviour of Job's Friends, he very gravely tells his 
Reader, That this Deportment was dictated to them by their 

«© Diſcretion, as they ſaw his Affliction to be ſo great, as to 
% admit of no other Comfort than that of Sympathy; and 
« that their Silence avas not the Effect of Ob/tinacy and ill 
„ Suſpicion, as ſome imagine.“ Now would not any one, 
who reads this, be apt to think, that it was uy Opinion, (or 
my Author's) that the Silence of Job's Friends proceeded only 
from Sullenneſs and ill Suſpicion; and that its having proceed- 
ed from Pity and Prudence was his Opinion in Contradiction to 
it ? It would have looked much fairer, if this learned Writer 
had either quoted me as fi/ly as he ſhould have done, 
without taking that Part of a Clauſe, which he liked beſt, to 
himſelf, and giving the other, which he diſliked, to me, or 
elſe had luck ſolely to that Opinion which is properly his 
own, and, I believe, likely to continue ſo; namely, That 
this remarkable Circumſtance of their long Silence might be 
taken notice of chiefly to point out what Se# of Philoſophers 
*« they were; ” [for the Poem, it ſeems, is philoſophical too, as 
well as allegorical and dramatical] ** the Sect afterwards called 
« Pythagoreans, being ſo remarkable for their profound Tacitur- 
« nity, that they kept a ſtrict Silence, ſometimes for Tears tage- 
« ther A Week's Silence therefore is not at all to be won- 
% der'd at in Perſons of their Tribe; though, otheraviſe, one 
« would be apt to think, the Writer had made uſe of a Figure, 
| *. before he enter'd upon the poetical Part of the Work; ſince 


* [ Vid. Ci. Grey in locum, —_ pag. 478. } 
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of his Calamity, as from that tumultuous Dif- 
order of Spirits, and Agony both of Body and 
Mind, which Zhey ſaw he now labour'd under, 
and to which their unnatural Treatment of 
him in the viſible Coldneſs and Eſtrangement 
of their Aﬀection, had not a little contributed. 
Something of this Kind both the Text inſinu- 
ates, and the Nature of the Drama requires to 
be ſuppoſed, in order to introduce, with more 
Propriety, that Bur/# of Paſſion, which tho 
| hitherto he had not finned with his Lips, he 


« jt can hardly be ſuppoſed how ſo many Perſons could ordi- 
* narily refrain ſpeaking for ſo long a time.“  {Pag. 5oo.) But 
if this Gentleman had either carefully attended to the Text i:/e/f, 
or looked a little farther into my Notes, than only to con- 
tradict me with my ozyn Opinion, he would have ſeen that it 
does not ſay, they did not fpeak at all, but that they 
did not ſpeak to Fob. Non dicit contextus, nullum eas 
verbum ex ore emifiſſe; ſed ad Fobum tantim werba facta ne- 
gat. Omnino, gui allocuturi venerant, altiſſimum tenuerunt Si- 
lentium, erga amicum telis divinitus confixum, partim prudens 
& commiſeratione plenum, ne viderentur importuni conſola- 
tores; partim imprudens, obſtinatum, atque, ut mox patebit, fi 
niſtris ſuſpicionibus ſubulceratum. Not. in loc. 

But I have ſaid enough to give the Reader a Taſte of this 
Author's Performance, who, tho' in many things he agrees 
with you, as I ſhall hereafter obſerve, and tho' he has © no in- 
0 inclination of erecting his Scheme upon the Ruins of another, 
«© much leſs of entering the Liſts with a Gentleman, who, for 
« his great Learning and Abilities, as well as for other Conſi- 
4 derations, is by no means an eligible Adverſary,” yet has had 
the hardineſs to ſtrike at the very Foundation of your Hypotheſis, 
viz, the Diſtinction of an Equal or Unequal Providence, (which 
from Exel. xviii. 25. he ſhews to be ground/e/s) in theſe 
remarkable Words. Whom ſhall we believe? God 
« himſelf, or this preſumptuous Man, who, to eſtabliſh his own 
. fond Notions, feareth not to pervert the right Ways of the 
* Lord?” Difſert upon Fob, Pag. 466, 471. | 


1 


immediately breaks out into, in the following 


Chapter. At the Concluſion of which (after 


the firſt Tranſport of Impatience has in ſome 
meaſure ſpent itſelf, and by degrees languiſh' d 
away into a melancholy Complaint of the 
Fruitleſneſs of his Withes for Death, though 
precluded all Acceſs to God, either for the ma- 
nifeſting of his Innocence, or the preferring of 
his Prayers *) he not obſcurely hints what it 
was that he fo heinouſly reſented, and had 
ſo ſenſibly touch'd him, in theſe Words: The 
thing which T greatly feared is come, upon me, 

and that aich. I was afraid of is come unto me. 

I was not in Safety, neither had T Reſt, neither 
was 1 quiet; yet Trouble came. . d. That 
which of all Things I dreaded moſt, that, my 


Sufferings ſhould be look d upon as an Argu- 
ment of my Guilt, has at laſt befall'n me: To 
all my other Uneaſineſs and fore Diſquiet, this 
Stroke 1 from my Friends is ſuperadded, to 
compleat my Miſery. This was a Conſequence 


of his Sufferings, which ſo wiſe a Man as 
| Fob could not but foreſee, and ſo good a Man 
could not but be ſhock'd with. 


* Sec the Note upon ver. 23. of this Chapter. 
The Word rogez being the ſame that is uſed in the TOUR 


teenth Verſe of this Chapter, where, ſpeaking of the Grave, he 


ſays, there the awicked ceaſe from troubling, ſeems to me plainly 


to refer to the Diſturbance of Mind he now felt, and at the ſame ; 


time carries a ſevere, though tacit Reflection in it, upon the 
Wickedneſs and Cruelty of the Treatment which occaſioned it. 
But fee the Notes. | 
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* 66 ] 
Nor were his Apprehenſions groundleſs. 
For, in the next Chapter, Eliphaz, ſtung 
with this covert Reflection upon, himſelf. and 
his Companions, , and, laying held of Job's 
Want both | of. Fortitude . and Patience, to 
Rrengthen their Suſpicions of his Hypocriſy, 
under Colour of being an Advocate for the Ju- 
ſtice of God's Providence, thus attacks him, 


Cab. iv. 


FL Ls... - 


V. 2. If we aflay to commune with thee, wilt 
thou be grieved ? 1 ſee thou canſt not bear the leaſt 
Correction: but who can with-hold himſelf 
from ſpeaking? 3. Behold, thou haſt inſtruct- 
ed many, and thou haſt ſtrengthened the weak 
Hands. Y 4. Thy Words have upholden him 
that was falling, and thou haſt ſtrengthened the 
feeble Knees. Y 5. But now it is come upon 
thee, and thou fainteſt ; it toucheth thee, and 
thou art troubled... V 6. (Is) not (this) thy Fear, 
thy Confidence, thy Hope, and the Upright- 
neſs of thy Ways? Or, as it may more properly 
be. tranſlated; Verily thy Fear, &c. is no- 
thing *. Thy Religion is in Truth but Sher; 
2 The Words in the Original are ha-lo jir at-eca, &c. Enim- 
Aero (or 'Adeone ) nibil timor tuus, &c. The Particle ha is uſed 
affirmatively, and /o ſubſtantively in many Places of this Book, 
particularly at the 2 iſt Verſe of this Chapter, Ha- lo niſſay jitr- 
am b- am. Profeo Nihil convulſum eft Nervus eorum, qui in ip- 
n, (Which we wretchedly tranſlate, Dosh not their Excellency - 
awhich is in them go awvay ? ) Surely their Excellency (their ut- 


moſt Strength and Perfection) is a ſhaken Nothing. For the 
| Satis action 


[65] 


and all thy Pretences to the Comforts and Sup- 


ports of it intirely without Foundation. He goes 
on to make goood bis Charge from Experience, ver, 
7. Remember, I pray thee, who (ever) periſh- 
ed being innocent? Or, where were the righte- 


ons cut off? [The Terms are indefinite, but no 


more prove that ELIPHAZ is here maintain- 
ing an equal Providence, in the ſtrict Senſe of 
it, than thoſe Words of St. Peter, Who is be 
that will harm you if ye be Fullers of that 
_ which is good? prove that he held one] Give 
me ( ſays he) an Inſtance of a truly good Man, 


that was ever finally and completely unhappy # 


ver. 7. Whereas, on the other hand, I can 
produce many Examples of thoſe, Who, to my 


Satisfaction of thoſe, who have not my Book, I will tranſcribe 
the Note upon this Place. Profe2o nibil] ha hic ſumendum 
* affirmative, lo ſubſtantive quogue uſurpatur pro pid aut 89, 
** infertque vilitatis aut imbecillitatis infimum gradum : quem ta- 
nnen ulterius adhuc deprimit d niſſay convulſum, revulſum, 
* eradicatum. Quid fit Nihil convulſum, melius perſentiſcitur, 
* quam verbis exprimitur. Non videtur ſublimius aliguid con- 
<* cipi poſſe ab ingenio humano, quam ut neruus, ſeu vigor ner- 
© vofifemas, alicujus rei, appelletur lo niſſay, nihil convulſum. 
** Jeter, proprie nervus, wires corporis & animi fignificat, ac 
« preſertim excellentiores facultates quibus tumere ſolent mortales, 


* fibigueplacere.” | 13 
There is another remarkable Paſſage in this Book, where /s 


is uſed ſubſtantively, ch. xxxvii. ver. 24. lo jireh col fiacme 
leb, Nihil widet omnes ſapientes cordis. Even the wiſeſt of Men 
are Nothing in his Sight. Which, as it is more ſignificant, ſo it 
agrees much better with the Context, than our Tranſlation of it, 
He reſpecteth not any that are wiſe of Heart. T wes 
You will give me leave to obſerve, Sir, once for all, that 


whatever of this Kind I offer to the Reader, is intended for his 


Information, and not for yoars. 
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own * Knowledge, after. a' Courſe of Wickedueſs 
aud Impiety, have met with their Deferts, and 
had: the Delay of their Puniſhment. abundantly 


made up to them in the Weight and Severity of 


it, ver. 8. Whoſe. Deftruftion was: the more 
remarkable, as it was the immediate Hand of 


God, ibe vifible Effect, of bis Indignation, com- 


ing upon them like 4 Whirkwind, ver. > 11 UA 
not the firſt time that T have ſeen the! proud. and 
haughty Tyrant, the cruel and rapactous Oppreſ- 


for, together with bis whole Family, who. uſed to 
grind and devour others, ſtript at once of their un- 


Juſt Acquiſitions, the Prey they had ſeized, ſnatch- 


ed out of their Mouths, and themſelves become the 


ſtarving Objects of that Cruelty and Rapine, which 


they had excerciſed towards others, ver. 10, 11. 
[This is not arguing, but indirectly abuſing 


Fob and his Sons, whom he characterizes un- 


der the various Appellations here made uſe of 
for a Lion and his Whelps.] 
His next. Bufineſs is to cbaſtiſe Job fer his 


Pride and Preſumption, in arrogating to himſelf 
that Perfection, which, oy his Complaints and 


Expoſtulations with God, in the foregoing Chap- 
ter, he ſeemed to arrogate. And to introduce his 


Correttion. with more Authority, be gives it the 
Sanction of an extraordinary Revelation he had 
been lately favour'd with to this Effect, . That 


e in * haly . W the pureſt and 


" 


69 
ce -moſt exalted of God's Creatures, there aas a 
Degree of Failure and Impepfectian which; ren- 
et der d them unclean in his Sight: How much 
«&, leſs could weak and mortal Man pretend to ſpot- 
e Jeſs Innocence, or hope to depart juſtified from 
« the Tribunal of his Maker?” v. 12.— 19. 
The Opening of the Debate, you ſee," is in- 
tirely perſonal, relating to Fob's Character and 
Behaviour. And I have conſider d it more 
particularly, becauſe it ſhews, that the Con- 
viftion of Job, here aim'd at by Elipbax, is 
the very ſame which is afterwards wrought -in 
him by God himſelf; and becauſe it is of 
great. Importance, to the rightly apprehending 
what the Diſputants are principally debating, 
to obſerve with Attention, how they ſet out at 
firſt. Mr. Worthington was ſenſible of the 
Truth of this Remark, though he happens. to 
be miſtaken in :pplyiog it. Elphas (days 
ehe) begins the Controverſy. Here, there- 
c fore, we may expect, he ſhould lay down 
« his general Theſis, as the Foundation of all 
the Diſputations Pro and Cen that follow; 
«© which therefore ought carefully to be attended 
© 70. Accordingly we find, he introduces it 
in a very pompous and ſolemn manner. For, 
« after ridiculing the Religion of Job, in order 
«« to give his own Opinion, {that 1s, the gene- 
6 ral Doctrine which he maintains, and which 
5 cc * the 
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« the ſubſequent Arguments uſed by himſelf 
4 and Friends tend to confirm, v2, the Pre- 
ce exiſtence of Souls] the greater Weight and 
and Sanction, he pretends, or elſe perhaps 
* fancies, he had ſeen an Apparition, which 
* had reveal'd it to him.“ But certainly, if 
this Author had carefully attended to the Be- 
ginning of the Controverſy, he would have 
ſeen, that it begins a little higher ; — that here 
is 10 general Thefis laid down, nor, conſequent- 
ly, Diſputations, Pro and Con, to follow, but 
a perſonal Charge, brought againſt Fob, of Ar- 
rogance, Impatience, and Hypocriſy; follow- 
ed by an Endeavour in Eliphax and his Com- 
panions to work a Reformation in him, tho 
they happen, through their uncharitable and 
imprudent manner r of going out it, to fall 2 
Succeſs. | 
_ * I mention this Over ight of Mr. Werthing- 

tons (and the Error it led him into about a 
Theſis and Diſputations,) becauſe it is common 
to you both. You could neither of you have 
miſtaken the chief and immediate Subject of 
the Controverſy, if you had more carefully at- 
tended to the Beginning and Concluſion of it: 

It being difficult to conceive, how any two 
Men, of your Dexterity and Diſcernment, 
ſhould have hold of the T1 bread at both Ends, 


2 Difſert on Fob, pag. 500, 501. 


without 


{78 


without being able to unravel it, or ſo much 


as knowing the Materials it was compo- 


1 


REA. 


But to go on- with the Argument, 8 ch. v 
Eliphaz having, as he thought, fully convifted 


Job of Impiety, in expoſtulating with God, by 
the Revelation before-mention'd, inſults lim in 
this manner: Come on, now, and make thy Ap- 
heal once more Contend again with: Gad, 


and ſee if Man or Angel will undertake thy De- 


fence. Ver. 3. He renews bis perſonal Hue 
Give againſt Job, but flill in the ſame indirett 
and covert manner, — tells him, ver. 8. what 
he would do himſelf, were he in Job's Condition, 
and gives him Hopes of being reſtor d to his for- 


The rich Fool, or proſperous wicked Man, © whoſe Fate. 


Eliphax here ſays he had been a Spectator of, is Job. His Pro- 


ſperity is repreſented under the Emblem of a Fruit-Tree, ſpread- 


ing its Root in the Earth, and conſequant'y in a vigorous: and 
flouriſhing Condition. 7 have ſeen the fookſp taking Root, ſays 
he, but I ſuddenly curſed his Habitation: I ſoon foreſaw and 
foretold that his Proſperity would not continue-long ; but that 
Vengeance would overtake him and his Family, wer. 4. That 
his Children ſhould be far from Safety, &c. This plainly points 
at the untimely and violent Death of Fob's Sons and Daughters; 
as what follows does at the Ravages of his Fortunes and Sub- 
ſtance, when at their higheſt Pitch, and in their greateſt Secu- 
rity, by the Sabeans and Chaldrans, wer. 5. whoſe Harveſt 
{5. e. whoſe autumnal Fruit, in its full Maturity and Perfection, 
the hungry Wolf eateth ap, and taketh it out of the Thorns, i. e. 


from out the Hedge, which God had ſet about ob, and his Houſe, 


and all that he had, Chap. i. 10. 
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72) 
mer Happineſs upon his Repentance and Submi 5 
Vun. [So far ſure is perſonal./ 
Chap. vi. Job renews his Complaints. es 
1 7. Telli them "how nauſtating ſuch Diſcour ſe 
was” 0 him d. Ver. 1 5. Accuſes bis Friends of 
Fulſbosu.— Ver. 26. Upbraids them with Cruelty 
in falling fb ſcuroh upon hin for @ fer paſſu. 
ritte- Words," that be had let fall, in the An- 
gui and Bitterne/5 of his Soul, merely to eaſe. 
bs approjſed\ Hears.—V er. 28. bugs them to re- 
conſider \ bis Caſe; and to view it it in a more. 
Frienaly aud favourable. Light, aſſuring them, 
that: Fey cad. Ti the —_— n _ 
ane) oo] 6 wir Nod oo bh 
Chap. wit.” He proceeds. not. arguing, but com- 
plaining of the Shortneſs, Vanity, and Trouble- 
Somenefs of humane Biſe in general, and of his 
own: Condition in particular, , made ſtill more 
wretched by an additional Load of Miſery beyond 
that of ther. Men,—— Expoftalates with God, 


and wiſhes for. Death. 


1 he Kade Tranllation of 7 7. is W Senfe. The 

i thing s that my. Soul re . 10 touch, are as my forrowful Meat. 

| H in the Verſe before aſꝶ d whether ehat could be eaten 

. was 12 id and without e he goes on, 

j anſwering himſelf, My Soul refuſes to touch it (my Ap a 

; loaths and rejefts it.) it goes Gale me like W e woo] . 
There. is a peculiar Significancy in the ori inal Words rape! and 
rir Falamut, the latter o which we tranflate the White of an 
Egg, but is by our Commentator render'd Saliva Jomnolentiz 2 
Saliva autem ſomnolentiz (/ays he) graviter figurare poteſt je- 
Junam futilitatem verborum ſomniantis quaſi. See the Notes. 


Chap. 


"T3 73 * 
Chap. viii. Bildad his ſecond Fr end engages 


him, ver. 2, 3: —aſes him, how long he intend- 
ed to go on ſo? Accuſes him of Pride, Vehe- 
mence, and Impiety, as if he had charged God 
with Unrighteouſneſs, ver. 4. . Tells him, 
that tho his Children had been cut off for their 
Sins,” his own Caſe was not deſperate, but that 
he might ſtill, upon his Repentance and Prayer #0 
_ = reſtor d. Then appeals, ver. 8. 10 
the Experience of former Ages, that the End of 
Irreligion and Hypocriſy is certain M. iſery ; ; and, 
after repreſenting, under an agreeable Variety of 
Images, the momentary Happineſs of an Hypo- 
crite (in the Deſcription of whom he all along 
takes care to keep his Eye fixed upon Job,) be 


concludes with a kind of Comfort, that had more 
of Gall than Honey in it, inſinuating how hap- 


fy it would lie for him, though he was now rejett- 
ed by God for his tniqui ties, if he would fincere- 
ly repent and return to his Duty : But if he fill 
continued in the Number of evil Doers, he muſt 
expect neither Mercy nor Deliverance _ [See 
the Notes upon Verſe 20. 
Chap. ix. ver. 1. Job allows the 7, ruth of 
what Bildad had ſaid, And I deſire you to ob- 
| ſerve it, Sir. For if he agrees with his Friends 
in what they lay down for the Fuunda- 
tion of their Garg againſt him, and only de- 
| "- " Dies 


Tre)! 
wa the ben they would draw from i, 
it m2ght fairly be infer d, that his perſonal In- 
 tegrity was not only the primary, but the ſole 
Preftion that was between them. This Ob- 
ſervation is further confirm'd at ch. xxvii. and 
puts it, I think, beyond all Diſpute, that you 
have miſtaken the immediate Subject of the 
Controverſy.] I know, /ays he, it is fo of a 
Truth; and I know Further, that no Man can 
Be 2 who contends with God : But does it 
Follow from hence that I am an Hypocrite ? No: 
T could eafil ly make the Juſtice of my Cauſe ap- 
pear, were it not for* that infinite Diſtance be- 
tween God and Man, obich males it both imp 
fible to contend with him, and dangerous to at- 
temp it. What I inſſt upon is, that Miſery 1s 
no certain Proof of Guilt, but happens promi fa 
cuoufly to good and bad: Ver. 2 WVerily the 
Scourge ſlayeth without Diſtinction; it laugh- 
. eth at the Trial of the innocent. Ver. 29. 
| But if I muft be condemned, to what purpoſe is 
it to go about to clear myſelf againſt ſo power- 
| ful an Adverſary ? If I waſh myſelf with Snow 
i . Water, &c. let me appeal never fo juſtly to 
1 the Purity and Innocence of my former Con- 
verſation, be can plunge me in the Ditch, i. e. 


| 4.458 Mulcationi innocentium illudit.] Flagellum 8 & ſub- 


 fannans habet cothurnum huic libro unice aptum, Not. in 5 
mea 


[75] 

make me at any time appear as black and odicus 
as he. pleaſes. Ver..32. We are by no means 
upon equal Terms, nor is there any one to a 
Juſtice between us. But let him once forbear 
tbe Exerciſe of his Power ; let him take but off 
his Rod, . and 1 could then ſpeak to him without 
Har. For I am not the e that has cauſe 


Wi 
Chap. x. has nothing af, a "Dita in it, 
but i is wholly taken up in a Vindication of bis In- 
tegrity, Expoſtulations with Gad, and wiſhes 
for a little * Reſp te We. bis. Sufferings ae 
Death. | 

Chaps. xi, Zophar,. the, third x bs fall 
ſeverely. upon the Verbefity, Arrogance, and 
Falſhood of Job's Defence. Ver. b. Tells him, 
that God bad exated of him only the Intereſt of 
His Puniſhment, and not che Principal *, Ver. 
13. Exhorts him 10 Repentance, and promiſes 
him Happineſs aon the Condition of. it; conclu- 
ding, as uſual, with a Sting 2pon Job, the 
fudden Revolution of whoſe Fortunes is Suggeſted 
to be the natural Conſequence of his Iniguity in 
theſe Words : Ver, 20. But the Eyes 'of the 


wicked ſhall fail +, *, and OY he. not bes : 


4 See che Nees un 

Oculi improborum po "Fe Confumpel oculi 
nant fruſtratam & eluſam ſpem omnis cum invidia tabi 
alienæ felicitatis. 
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and their Hope ſhall be as the giving up of 
the Ghoſt, or rather, as that which is blown 
away by a Puff of Breath*. ce b. Naſa 
_ Chap, xii. Job ironically expoſes their vain 
and oftentatious Pretences to ſuperior Wiſ- 
dom, and the Abſurdity of their gathering 
That from general and obvious Truths, the 
firſt Principles of God's infinite Power and 
Wiſdom, univerſally known and held, and from 
the remarkable Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence, the contrary of which he was equally 
able to maintain from the ſame Topics; as 
in Fat he does, from Y 13. to the End of 
the Chapter. See the Argument and Notes. 

Chap. 420 3 All this ] bave ſeen, and 
beard, and confidered. I am not inferior to 
any of you in Knowledge: but ] defire to have 
no more to ſay to ſuch Forgers of Lies; and 
only wiſh I might be permitted to plead my 
Cauſe with God Bimpeif. * 7. * charge 


3 f Et effugium on peril ab ip edis eorum difMatio 
animz.] In formpla abad manos (effugium periit) plus reſidet 
quam negatio vel ademptio effugii. *Ofvpweoy videlicet, ut tum 
vel maxime deperiiſſe deprehendantur, quum aſylum tutiſimum 
arcemque ſe cenſent tenere ſalutis. Difflatio animæ.] Nepe/ ani- 
ma, hic pro anima oris; mapah, difflatio, pro re quam facile 
diffles, vel quæ contemni & difflari mereatur. Gravis & acule- 
ata plane clauſula, qua cenſorio ſpiritu difflatur, ut ſic dicam, 
Nofter ; difflantur omnes ejus A, pm non n, 


ſed & _ Not. in Lace. 


F—: 


| * 

them with ſpeaking wickedly and deceitfully 
for God; J q. with mocking bim, whilſt, 
under the Appearance of vindicating his Ho- 
nour, they were venting their own Malice 


and Falſhood. V 15. Infiſts upon his own 


Fuſtification, even though God ſhould utterly 
deſtroy him 2. Expoſtulates and complains in 


the moſt pathetic manner. And. Chap. . 


continues h, Expoſtulations and Complaints. 
Chap A, Eliphaz begins again more ſe- 
verely than at firſt, Ver. 2. &c. accuſes him 
of Preſumption, Turbulence, and Impiety in 
the very Article of defending himſelf. [How 
vou will reconcile this to the following Re- 
mark in the Div. Leg. p. 537. I know not, 
cc And here let us obſerve that, in this lies 
« the Difference between Elihu and the three 
Friends. They accuſe Job of preceding 
« Faults; He of the preſent ; namely Impa- 
* tience and Impiety; conſequently His 
« Charge was true, and theirs unjuſt.” You 
ſee here, Sir, that E/zphaz as directly accuſes 
Fob of preſent Faults as Elibu does. And 
ſo does Zophar, ch. xi. 2, 3. and Bildad 
© The Zrglih Verſion, (Though he flay me, yet will I truſt 
in him) is quite wrong. The Original is, hen jaktel-eni ho ajabel. 
Ecce occidet me, nullus ſperem. Verbo fatal ineſt gravis ſig- 
nificatus exſcindendi, radicituſque ſternendi arborem; /o ajaZe!, 
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L 
chap. viii. 2. and. again, chap. Xviii. 2, 4. 
and Eliphax himſelf, chap. iv. 1.] Ver. 14. 
Eliphaz zells him, that the beſt of Men have 
ua Pretence to.infi/t ſo N riòtly on their own In- 
nocence, foraſmuch as- Corruption is intail d 
upon the aubole Race of Mankind. Then 
barangues upon the dreadful Preſages, which 
''. the wicked: have of their impending Ruin, 
and the Treaſures of Wrath, that are reſer- 
wed- in ſtare for bold and tarden'd: Sinners; i 
directly pointing at the particular e 
eue had befallen Job and his Family, 
Chap. xvi. Job expreſſes his Wearineſs of 
1 the fame Things over and aver. again 
«underſtands. all they bad been ſaying as 
levell'd at him :—ze/ls them, that were they in 
His Condition, be could heap up Words againſt 
them, and ſhake his Head at them; | but 
would take a different way of comforting them 
from what they had uſed towards bim. Ver. 
8. Complains how hard his Caſe is, that he 
ſhould fall not only under God's Diſpleaſure, 
hut the Unmercifulneſs of Men; nay, that his 
Severity was the"Cauſe of their Cruelty, and 
the very thing that bore them out in their un- 
2 Condemnation o': bim hk, This ae 


h- The true rendring and meaning of ver. 8. (which we 
tranflate, Thou haſt filled me with Wrinkles, which is a Wi — 
again 


0 11 


of his Friends is at ver. 9, &c. deſcribed in 


usb Terms, ds plainly diſcover that it bad 


cut him to the very Soul. He teareth me in 
his Wrath who hateth me; he gnaſheth up- 
on me with his Teeth; mine Enemy ſhar- 
pens his Eyes upon me. They have gaped 


upon me with their Mouth, they have ſmit- 


ten me upon the Cheek reproachfully, they 
have gather'd themſelves together againſt me. 
God hath deliver'd me to the ungodly, and 
turned me over into the Hands of the wicked. 
[Is this like maintaining a Queſtion upon a 
cool and abſtract Subject, as you call it? Is it 
not evident, that what they ſaid of the Puniſh- 
ment of the wicked, was only meant by 
them, (or, at leaſt, ſo underſtood by him,) 
to gall and ſting, to irritate and inflame 
him ?] And this, as he goes on, not for any 
Injuſtice he had been guilty of towards Men, 
or Want of Piety towards God, to whoſe Mer- 
cy, as a dying Man, he ſtill appeals from the 
Inſults and Barbarity of bis inhuman Friends. 
O Earth, cover not thou my Blood, nor let it 
againſt me, dnd my Leanneſs, riſing up in me, beareth avis 2 
my Face) is this: That thou halt, as it were, tied me Neck 
and Heels, and deliver'd me up as a Malefactor, to publick 
Execution, is made a Proof of my Guilt, and this zzanifef 
Wrang which my Accuſers do me, like a bold and perjur'd 


Witneſs, lands up, and bears Teſtimony againſt me to my 
Face. See the Notes: 
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cry in vain for Vengeance. Ver. 19. Alſo 
now behold my Witneſs 1s in Heaven, and. 
my Record is on high, My Friends ſcorn 
me, but mine Eye poureth out Tears unto 
God. Ver, 21. He again wiſhes he might be al- 
lowed to make his Defence before God him- 
ſelf; or, if that were too much, that he might, 
at leaſt, ſome way or other, clear up his 
Character to Men, before he died. See the 
Notes. ¶ Whether you are by this time, Sir, 
ſatisfied or no, that the Debate between Job 
and his Friends is chieſy concerning his perſo- 
nal Integrity, that it primarily and imme- 
diately reſpects himſelf, and his own Cha- 
racter and Behaviour, you beſt can tell; but, 
in truth, I begin to be weary of proving ſo 
plain a Fact, which, as I have hardly any 
thing more to do, than to tranſcribe what lies 
before me, tis almoſt an Affront to the Rea- 
der,” to imagine he can doubt of, if he takes 
the Book of Jobi into his Hands.] 

Chap. xvii. His Wounds bleed afreſh, and 
be ſeems like one at the Point of expiri 
Ver. 1. My Spirit is broken to Pieces ; - 
Days are cut off; the Grave is ready for me. 
But the Cruelty of bis Friends is ſtill up- 
 permoſt. Are there not Mockers with me? 
and doth not mine Eye continue in their 

Provocations? 


81 J 
W . e. Do I not fedl walk 
Reſpite their inceſſant Contumely and Re, 


| proaches? Ver. 8. Exborts the good, though : 


they could not help being aftonifhed at bis Caſez 
get not to be diſcouraged by it.— Ver. 11. Re- 
beats his Complaints; aui wiſhes for Death as 


bis only Refuge. C 
Chap. Kili. ver. 2, 3. Bildad reprovis bis 


Captionſneſs * and coitbmptuous Treatment of 


them; Ver. 4. Retorts whit he bud ſuiu of 


them Chap. xbi. 9: O thou; (and not we) that 


teareft thyſelf in thine- Anger, mall the 
Earth be forſaken for thee? and ſhalt the 

Rock be removed out of his Place? yea the 
Light of the wicked {halt be put out, Cc. 


Shall the eternal and unchangeable Laws of 3 
God's Fuſtice and Holineſs be reverſed or ſufe 


pended upon thy Arcbum? No: Rage and 
tear, and be as abuſjve as thou wilt; mate a 
—— Outcry of thy Sufferings, as if all 

e Religion an Virtue upon Barth was t6 
aye en be beried with thee, [ſee the Notes) 
yer ul ir fbr ever abide à firm and folid 
| Truth, that the Honour and Happineſs of 
Wicked Men foal at laft be turned into Dije 


i The Word in the Original ſighifics; the kitting 0 one acroſs 
the Face and Eyes, with a Whip or Laſh; and the Eye con- 
ynuing in it, implies the frequent or conſtant Repetition of ſuclt 
Inſult. 


Fir. 2. Qaoùſque ponetis hinge le- milli captioſos laqueos 
Seriteaibes ? 
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Tra... 
graze. an Miſery. And to this purpoſe. be 
goes on, exacłly delineating Job's Caſe wad 
Fon fences, to the End of ' his Spetehs 
+, Chap. xix. ver. 2. Jab again 3 
of the Injuſtice and Cruelty of this perſonal 
Abuſe; it being impoſſible for him to conſider. 
it as any thing elſe. How long (ſays be). will 
ye vex my Soul, and break me in Pieces 
with Words? Theſe ten Times have ye re- 
proached me. The aobole Bent and Tenor of 
your. Diſcourſe, - in deſcribing the Hypocrite | 
aud his Puniſhment,.. has, been to calumniate 
and traduce me. Ye have i im pudently hard- 
ned yourſel ves againſt me. Ver. 4. Admit. 
ting that, in the Extremity of my Grief, 1 
have utter'd ſome harſh Things, or maintain- 
ed my Innocence uith too much Heat, and 
and have not yet retracted what, I was ts 
blame for ſaying i, is. that à Reaſon why you 
Gould infult me, and plead againſt; me my. 
Reproach? . e. make the Calamities and. 
Diſgrace' I ſuffer a: Plea to condemn me, as 
a Wretch doom d to be a publick and fignal 


I Ver. 4. in 3 agi; WY fal meſugat-i, At ein 
revera errayerim; mecum pernoctet error meus. Senſus, at 


etiam aliquid impatientius ex ore vi dolorum emiſerim, meam- 
que juſtitiam nimis animoſe defenderim: Commoretur quoque 

etiamnum error meus apud me, neque eum cotrexerim. Fre- 
quens omiſſio copulæ in hoe libro. Stylus ſublimis dat Balin 
ZurauNiGuy & Evroixed, in 11s _ Oe animo & adfectui altius ; 


inſedere. Nat. in loc. 5 


* DIE 
( #53 
= 


—— 


[ 15 T 
Example of the divine Juſtice? Know 14» 
ther, that it is God who deals hardly with me, 
and debars me of all the Means and Oppor- 
 tunities of doing myſelf right. He goes on 
with the moſt moving Repreſentation of his 
diftreſiful Circumſtances, under the united 
Contempt and Abhorrence of his Acquain- 
tance, his Relations, his Family, his Wife, 
his. deareſt and moſt intimate Friends : and 
at laſt, ſpent with Grief and Vexation, he 
thus begs for Compaſſion.” Have-Pity upon 
me, have Pity upon me, O ye my Friends, 
for the Hand of God hath touch'd me, 
Why do ye perſecute me as God? Why will 
you, becauſe he is cruel to me, be ſo too? 
And are not ſatisfied with my Fleſh? 7. e. 
Why do you tear in pieces my Liſe and Ho- 
nour, greedily Feeding your ſelves with (reliſh+ 
ing and enjoying, as if you could never have 
enough of it) my Pain and Torment? Oh that 
my Words were written! Oh that they were 
printed in a Book, that they were graven 
with an Iron Pen and Lead, in the Rock for 


ever. Ob that what I am now going to ſay 
might be publickly recorded, that it might. 


be uren on the moſt durable Materi als, 
as an everlaſting Monument of my Appeal, 
10 the great Tribunal at the laſt Day, for the 


ON and V. indication of my Innocence. 
M 2 For 


For Ikno or rather, Even v I know (ever 
J. the dying, wretched, perſecuted Job, am 
fully aſſured) that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he {hall ſtand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth (yapar) 7. e, with Power and Majeſty 
{ball triumph. over the Grave, the Duſt of 
Death e and deliver me from the Dominion 
of it: Aud after. my Body has been thus miſe- 
rably mangled and defiroyed?, yet in my Fleſh 
J GS Rt Shows 


u Theke is a particular Emphaſis in the Words, Va · ani ja- 
daytti, beo d & ego, ego ille nunc traductus pro improbo, 
quem humana ac divina tela juxta configunt conficiuntque, & ego 
tamen, conſoius mihi meæ intxgritatis, pro certo noyi, &c. 
Stand upon the Earth] ya/ygpar jakum. Super pulvere 
Kabit; han meam carnem inde vindicaturus, carcere mo ch 
Holiato..\ Nele Cap. vii. 22. item Cap. xvii. 12, 13, &c. 
& non ambiges, qurn ad Pulverem mortis oculos nunc reflectat 
Noſter, ſuprã quem ſtaturus ſit Go vivus: ſtaturus, inquam, cum 
impario, majeſtate, & ſuprema poteſtate, ad ſuos vindicandos. 
Hanc vim & generatim tenuit verbum um, 2 imperium 
* auftorijatem fignat, & ſpeciatim e N cum re- 
tione ad. Vindicem præpotentem, qui eleganter ſtare ſupra op- 
preſſos 55 poruit, q am ad corum indien ſeſe præſentem ex- 
r F 1 5 e 
Pee pr i ibhepu x0 Er poſt tim 
een CUUM mean. per- 
tuderint ad 7 5 feftadernt imperſonaliter — 2 
confractionem à ſummo aq imum, cum diſſipatione partium ſub 
38ibus- — quæ capùt & oflk ipſa comminuant. yor cutis, 
Ric latigre. uſu, pro toto corpore, ut Cap. xvili. 13. zor ad hunc 
modum; taliter, qualiter & nunc experior, & ulteriug ſum ex- 
porturus, ſetundum veſtras comminationes. . 
Ver. 27. aftr ani ebzeh Gi, we-yen-ai ray, ve- le ar. Quem 
85 adſ n mihi, oculique > Ne & MS) 
Quem' ego. videbo meum; non amplius mihi adverſarium, ful- 
minague Jaculantem,, ſed propitium, ſed partibus a meis ſtan- 
em, ſed ſua me pratia, quin & gloria, colluſtrantem. My 
' Commentator. gives à different turm ta the latter part of this Verſe. 
lterius tantum hæc erunt gaudia, ſed & mea, Subeſſe vi- 
V +414 Tas ops <7» R % getnx 
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hall I fee God; whom 1 ſhall ſee for myſelf, 


.and mine Eyes, ſhall behold, and not ano- 
ther. Whom T ſhall no longer view as an Ad- 
verſary, or eſtranged from me, but gracious 
and propitious to me as a Friend and Advo- 
cate, Tranſported with the ardent Defire 


and earneſt Expectation of this beatific Viſion, 


detur (/ays he) aculeus in amicos, qui ſibi ut pietatem, ita 
partem in Dei communione, præ Jobo aperte ſatis arrogarant.: 
This he gives as his laſt Thoughts. I confeſs I incline rather ta 
his ſirſt Opinion. Suſpicabar aliquando, & non alienum ; nem- 
pe Deum, qualem ſe mihi nunc oſtendit, alieniſſimus a me 
factus; and the rather, becauſe the Word ar is uſed in this very 
Senſe, ver. 13. of this Chapter. Tis frequent in the ſacred Style, 

and eſpecially in this Book, to augment the Signification of 
what goes before by a ſubſequent N egatiye. See ch. xxiii. 11. 
xii. 14. The Matter would be out of all Diſpute, if we either 
read the Words, ve-yen ai rau, by way of Parenthefis, or had 
any Authority, to read we- lo without the (op va, Which might 
ariſe from the Word rau before it. i 

| aler ani efizeh li; 
ve yen. ai rau lo zar. 

There is indeed one thing that favours my Commentator's Opinion, 
which I wonder he did not obſerve, and that is, if we take zar 
in the Senſe I have juſt mentioned (and not barely for alter a 7 

the true rendring will be, whom mine Eyes ſpall ſee and not the Ad: 
venſary; meaning his Friends, who were ſo eſtranged from 
and cruel to him. And this will greatly be confirmed þy what 
immediately follows at 28, 29. with which Jobs Speech con- 
cludes. But ye ſhould ſay, Why | ear wwe him, ſeeing the Roog 
of the Matter 1s fone in me? Be ye afraid of the Sword; for 

Wrath bringeth the Puniſoments of the Sword, that ye may know 
there is a * Tis wretchedly tranſlated; but the Senſe 
is this. You will no doubt reply, In what do we per/ecute 
you? We are not perſecuting the innocent, but chaſtiſing the 
guilty. Be it ſo; let me be as guilty as you would make me, 
take care of yourſelves ; for Wrath, (Fierceneſs and Cruelty} 


is certainly a Crime in you, that will exclude you from God's 


Fayour, whatever mine may be. 
Comment. p. 495. 
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Be adds, My Reins are conſumed within 
me v. q. d. My Heart longeth, Nr even 


2 e for the Fruition of G, 
Which now will the Reader admire moſt, 


the Fuſtneſs, or the Candour of the following 
Remark? „ Well, our Author has brought 


« the Patriarch thus far on his Way, to expoſe 
« his bad Temper; from hence he accompanies 
« him to his Place of Re,, which he makes 
ce to be in a bad Argument: (meaning theſe 
Words of Job as underſtood of a Reſurrecti- 


ny Rep... 
A bad Argument undoubtedly it it is, olds 


that can be a good one, which, proves nothing, 
But you will pleaſe to conſider, that tis you, 

Sir, and not I, that make an Argument of it. 
1 have all along ſhewn, that J and his 


Friends are not arguing a 83 Queſtion, 
viz. Whether and vly good Men are unhappy 
aud the evil proſperous (which in Truth are w 


5 Queſtions, though you call them one) but 


p Ver. 27. Cal, eiljot- ai be- Jeb. i. Conſumuntur renes mei in 
Fg meo. Infinpat Jobs ſe ardentiſſimo deſiderio boni illius 
fruendi contabeſcere.” Sic. P/. Ixxxiv. 43. caletah napJ-i conſum- 
ta eſt anima mea præ deſiderio. Et cal yen-ai, Pl. cxix. 82. 
conſumti ſunt oculi mei. Nempe calab ſpeciatim conſumtio- 
nem tabis adfert. Apud Latinos palleſcere & tabeſcere ar federio 
nemini ignotum. Adde 4% cxliii. 7. Caletab rub i, tabeſcit 

iritus meus. 

I hope the Reader will pardon the Length of theſe Extracts 
from the Notes, upon ſo important a Paſſage, as he may not 
þave an Opportunity of * them for himſelf. 


maintaining 


— 
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maintaining and denying a perſona! Accuſation. 
Nor am I ſo abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that what 
Job here offers, in what Senſe ſor ver it is to be 
underſtood, is offer d as an Argument or Proof 
of his Innocence, though you yourſelf have ex- 
preſsly ſaid ſo, (notwithſtanding the great Con- 
cern you ſeem to be under for the Honour of the 
facred Reaſoner 1). only becauſe * you had talen 
« if for granted, that he reaſon'd to the Purpoſe,” 
I had no occaſion, therefore, either to fay, 
or to inſinuate (as you tell the Reader I would) 
<< that this was ſuch an Appeal, as Di/putants 
are ſometimes. forced to have Recourſe to, 
e when they are run a-ground, and have no- 
40 1.fhing more to offer . No:; but it was ſuch 
an 4 Appeal, as Was extremely natural, proper, 
and pertinent in Job s Caſe and Circumſtances; 
the noble Declaration of his Faith and Hope ; 

the Anchor of his Soul in this Extremity of 
Diſtreſs, wherein his Fortunes had been ſhip- 
wreck'd, and his Life was threaten'd; the 
Magnanimous Triumph of conſcious Inno- | 
cence, traduced by . Calumny and oppreſſed 
with Sufferings, even at the Point of ſinking 
and expiring; under them. 80 far from * 


85 * wg "bg As to his et in the 3 * Rea 
« der, I ke will not be greatly ſollicitous if it be one of 
the Conſequences that he ene ee is in the wrong.” 
Ibid. p. 63. N 

r Rem. pag. 61. | F e 3 ; 
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kh Intimation that he expected a —— 


Hrerance, that they are the Words of one, who 


ok d upon himſelf as a ching Man *; and was; 
as it were, Ordering his vun Epitaph, which 
he wiſhes might be ingraved in the Rock (Saxy 
bel Coliiiiniz Sepulchrali) for ever; (lr-yad, for 


the Satisfaction and Information of future Ages) 


as a ſtanding Monumeirt of his Appeal to God, 


for the Truth of that Irmocence which had been 


fo barbaroufly traduced; and Which his ext/ior< 
dinary Sufferings might give Poſterity; as well as 
the preſent Generation, a Handle to ſuſpect. 
te In this View (as the excellent Prelate*, to 
« hom I refer'd, obſerves) the Thn36s are 

te Hvely and paſſionate, and the Sentimerits jut 
* and proper; in the other, [that is; in Fours 
&# of a temporal Deliverance) there is neither 
e Force, nor Vigour, nor Propriety ; nor inz 
te deed, hardly any Senſe.” For let us fee what 
Senſe you make of it, and bbw much to the Pur- 


poſe Job reaſon 2 Ech upon your own Suppo- 


ſition. © It fell to : Zophar's Part to anſwer 


ee the Argument contain'd in the Words 


„ in Queſtion, which I underftand to be 


this: Take, ſays Job, this Provf of my 


& Dmocerice ; 1 believe, and confidently ex· 
* pect, that God will viſit me W in Mer= 


r Ch. vii. 22. ch. xvii. 1, 12, 13, 14. 15. 
4 Intent of Prophecy, pag. 266. 
Div. Leg. P. 544% 
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ce cy, and reſtore me to my former happy 
ce Condition *. t” An admirable and conclu- 


five Argument, and highly worthy of a facred 


* They demand (according to you) 

a preſent Solution of their Doubts, and he 
ſends them to a future Deliverance; ſuch a 
one as he muſt know, that neither they, nor 
he himſelf, could poſſibly anſwer for the 
Truth of, and which, he had more than once 


declared before them, he had no Hope or r Ex- 


tion of”. 
Indeed (ſay you) there is one way, and 
« but one, to make the Appeal pertinent ; 
« and that is, to ſuppoſe our Author mtaken, 


ec when he faid, that the perſonal Integrity of 


ce Job, and not the Queſtion concerning an 


ce equal or unequal Providence, was the main 
Ss Subject of the Book: And we may venture 
« to ſuppoſe ſo without much Danger of doing 
*. him wrong; for the Doctrine of a future 
e Judgment affords a Principle whereon to 
« determine the Queſtion of an equal or un- 
e equal Providence ; but it leaves the perſonal 
« Integrity of Job juſt as it found it. I allow 
it; and therefore, as I faid before, it neither 
was, nor could be, offer d by Job as an Ar- 
1 or Proof of that, or = _ elle. 


* 


2D. L. 5. 544. 0 5 
v Ch, vii. 22. Ch. vi. 1, 155 13; er. Wt 
Apen 
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1 
f Agtceably to which, 1 had in my. Preface 
- given it as the Reaſon why the Friends take 
a Horice of it, but go on in the old Strain, 
accuſing 20 e condemning Job, becauſe God 
alone could know, whether he had a Juſt Title 
to the Comfort writing from that Doctrine, or 
arrogantly aſſumed it to himſelf without, any 
Foundation”. i ' You do. me therefore no wr 
When you procced thus. But the learned Au- 
ce cher! is ſo little ſollicitous for the Pertinency 
Ka of (Jes) Argument, that he makes, as We 
&« mall 1 now ſee, its " Impertinence one of the 


te greateſt Su upports of His Syſtem, _ For thus 
| ec he goes. on: But D if the main Point of 
* the Controverſy had been this, "whether « or no 
| be confitently with Gad, Fufice, . gaid Men 
be could be Micted i in this Life, this. 4, = Hd 
&«'7;on ought to have Jmiſhed the Debate, &c. 
ce This ( you day) 1 is a. very Plegſan. way of 
« coming to the Senſe of a diſputed 'Paſlage ; 

«© Not, as of old, by frewing it Tupports the 
re Writer $ Hpgument, but by ſhewing it ſup- 
0 ports nothing but the Citic's elke. rg 
The Senſe of the Paſſage does indeed upport 


my Hyporbofes, but that was not my Way of 


Nil mirum quod dase canere sbs, Fobumgue, i ut 
— condemnare pergerent ſocii, quum Dei ſolius erat, qui 
corda hominum explorat, pro certo ſcire, an jure merito ſibi 
Jobus hoc folamen attribueret, an falſam Abi fiduciam vanus ar- 


togaret. Pref. xv. 


* 


* ' 


2 5 


coming 


. 
coming to the Senſe of it. That it was to be 
underſtood of the Reſurrection, appeared to 
me ſufficiently clear, from the juſt Conſtruction 
of the Words, without regard to any  Hypothe- 

fs whatever. If therefore the Paſſage fo un- 
derſtood affords a Principle whereon to deter- 
mine the Queſtion of an equal Providence, 

and yet the Debate between Job and his Friends 

is not determin d by it; is it not highly pro- 
bable, from that /ingle Conſideration, (even 
tho it had not been evident upon the Face of 
the Debate, as it really is,) that what they 
principally debated was ſomething elſe? No; 
this it ſeems would have ſpoil'd Job's Reaſoning. 

I had taken it for granted, that Fob reaſoned 
ce to the Purpoſe, and therefore urged this Ar- 

«« pument againſt underſtanding him, as ſpeak- 
<« ing of the Reſurrection in Chap. xix. The 

_ © Diſputants are all equally embarraſſed in ad- 
ee juſting the Ways of. Providence. Job affirms, 
&« that the good Man is ſometimes unhappy, the 

« three Friends pretend that he never can, be- 
* cauſe ſuch a Situation would reflect upon 
« God's Juſtice. Now the Doctrine of a Re- 
« ſurrection, ſuppoſed to be urged by Feb, 
ee cleared up all this Embarras. If therefore 
ce his Friends thought it true, it ended the 

* Diſpute ; if falſe, it lay upon them to con- 

on fute i it: Vet they do neither. They neither 

ä * call 


La) 
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ce call it into Queſtion, nor allow it to be de- 
« cifive, But, without the leaſt Notice, that 
* any ſuch thing had been urged, they go on 
te as they begun, 7o inforce their former Argu- 
be ments, and to confute that, which they ſeem 
te to underſtand was the only one Fob had 
«© urged againſt them, v/z. the Conſetrouſneſs 
«of his own Innocence, Now what fays our 
* learned Author to this ? Why, he fays, 
* that / The miſtalen and be right, in his Ac- 
count of the Book of Job, the Reaſon is 
e plain, why the three Friends took no no- 
* tice of Job's Appeal to a Reſurrection; 
e namely becauſe it deſerved none.” 

Which of us is right, and which miſtaken 
in our Account of the Book of Fob, the Rea- 
der will judge. This I think is undeniably 
clear, from the Proceſs of the Debate, as far 
41 Rae Mid it before him. That the main 
Subject of the Book is not a Queſtion in which 
the Diſputants are all equally embarraſs'd.— 
Nor is this Declaration of Jo urged by him, 
as an Argument to clear up that Embarras.-— 
Nor, conſequently, had the Friends any Oc- 
cen to take notice of it as ſuch, Nor is their 
Silence therefore any Objection to its being un- 
derſtood of a future Judgment. Which was 
the Difficulty I undertook t to remove, 


You 


[ 93 ] 

. You have been ſo good, Sir, as charitably 
to account for ſome of my Miſtakes * ; give 
me leave, in return, to account for yours. 
The thing that miſled you in this whole At- 
fair was this. Your Head has been altogether 
running upon a formal Diſputation, logical Ar- 
guments ?, ſtrict Reaſoning, an Embarras, 
Doubts, Difficulties, and Solutions ; of which 
we have hitherto ſeen very little, if any Ap- 
pearance : The Sum and Subſtance of all the 
Reaſoning of either Parties amounting in effect 
to no more than this. — The Friends ſay: — 
« Fob, you are undoubtedly an hypocritical, 
ce wicked Man. Your Sufferings and Beha- 
« viour plainly ſhew it. This is always the 
« End of wicked Courſes.” Tob fays 
<« I infiſt upon it that I am innocent, and ſuf- 
ec fer undeſervedly. Tis baſe and barbarous 
« in you, to uſe me in this manner. A Time 
« ahl come, when I ſhall have Juftice done 
ce me.“ This per/onal Conteft, carried on for 
Oppoſition's Sake, with Heat and Vehemence 


* But what miſled him we have taken notice of above. 

Remarks, pag. 50. 0 | 
vy But the chief Advantage (of our Inter, retation of the Book 
of Fob) we preſume lies in this, that it renders one of the moſt 
difficult and obſcure Books in the whole Canon of Scripture tho 
moſt eaſy and intelligible, reconciles all the Characters to Na- 
ture, all the Arguments: to Logic, and all the Dectrines and Po- 
fitions to the Courſe and Order of God's Diſpenſations, 


Div. Leg. p. 54% 
3 a 


1 


a both Sides, you coolly reſolve into a Ne- 
ftion of an abſtract Nature, which you imagine 
is debated with various Arguments, urged and 
 inforced with great Propriety, till the Diſpu- 
tants, as you call them, have confounded them- 
 febves, and one another, for want of @ Principle 
to unravel the Perplexities of the Diſpute *. 
This, Sir, is the fundamental Cauſe of all 
your Confuſion upon this Subject. But tis no 
Wonder that thoſe, ho love a Diſpute, ſhould 
ſometimes take that for real Argument, n 
is indeed but /mple Cuntradictiun. 
I thought I might here have reſted this Mat- 
ter with the Reader, but there is more Work 


Cut out for me ſtill. © However, before we 


c allow him to be right, it will be expected 
<« he ſhould anſwer the following Queſtions, 
r If, as he ſays, the Point in the Book of 
=" Job was only his perſonal Innocence, and 
t this not (as I ſay) upon the Principle of no 
« innocent Perſon puniſbed, I would aſk, how 
« it was poſſible, that Job's Friends and In- 
« timates ſhould be ſo obſtinately bent on 
* pronouncing him guilty, the Purity of 

% whoſe former Life and Converſation they 
„ were ſo well acquainted with? If he will 
& fay, the Diſputants went pon that Prin- 
. ciple, I then aſk how came Job's Appeal to 
* a Reſurrection not to filence his ee . 


+ Div. 2225 p. 546, 


« ag 


195]. 

«« as it accounted for the Juſtice of God in the 
« preſent unequal Diſtribution of Things: 
T have already obviated theſe Queſtions ſepa- 
rately, but I will now give a ſhort Anfives to to 
them 'both together, and that is, that They 
neither did nor could go upon that Principle: 
And therefore, for that, as well as for the 
other Reaſons 1 have afligned, -were not filen- 
ced by it, and yet might be bent on accuſing 
him notwithſtanding, for the Reaſons you 
Have given yourſelf, and which 1 have DIRE 
taken notice of. 
The Truth, as we have ſeen already, and 
ſhall further be convinced, is this. The im- 
mediate Subject of the Diſpute i is not about the 
Iba of God, but about Jobs Character and 

ehaviour. Not, whether his Sufferings either 
were, or could be, a Proof of his Wickedneſs, but 


whether his Wickedneſs was, in fact, the Cause of 


his Sufferings. This indeed they contend for, from 
a cenſorious and uncharitable Spirit, inflamed by 


Job's Aue ln of their Cruelty and Falſhood, 
and, apply to his e Caſe all the Ex- 
n 


amples of Divine Vengeance, which they had 
ſeen or Heard of: But they are by no means 
arguing upon a Principle of No Innocent Per- 
fon puniſhed, and that, for this plain reaſon; 2 
bee no ſuch Principle could poſſibly 

held, unleſs where the Adminiſtration of = 
vidence was altogether Equal. But that this 
was not the Caſe of the Jews in E/dra's time, 
I think. ſufficiently appears from your own ac- 
| count of it. If therefore the AGOINITER 


Rem. p.63. 
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of £ Providence over the Jeus was viſibly and 
confeſſedly unequal in Eſdras Time, the 
Friends could not lay down. that, for a Prin- 
nary in a Diſputation, which common Ex- 

lence contradicted, The Inſtances of ſuf- 
ring Virtue, and proſperous Wickedneſs, 
being ſo frequent and obvious, that Fob f | 
of it as a Fact, than which nothing could be 
more evident and notorious, ch. xxi. 26. 
This was indeed one great Objection which 
J had to your Hypothefir: ; and you rightly ap- 
prehended, that it might be ſo, though, I 
think, without much reaſon for that Air of 
Trium ph and Self-Satisfaction, which appears 
in what follows. Tis poſſible I may miſ- 
take what he calls my Hypothefis : For 
* ought I know, he may underſtand not that 
of the Book of Job, but that of the Divine 
« Legation. And then by my Hyporheſis he 
« muſt mean the great religious Principle I 
« endeavour to evince, That the Fews were 
«& in Reality under an extraordinary Providence. 
« But it will be paying me a very unuſual 
« Compliment to call that my Hypotheſrt, 
« which the Bible was written to teſtify ; 
« which all . Chriſtians profeſs to believe; 
« and which none but Infidels directly de- 
« ny. However, if this be the Hypo- 
& fhefis he means, I need deſire no better a 
« Support,” But, notwithſtanding theſe 
big words, I fancy, if your Opanion, of the 


Dir. Leg. . 501. 
Writer $ 


gf} 


Writer's s Age ſtands upon no better, it will ap- | 
pear, as you have managed it, to have but a 
very flender Foundation, I ſay, as you have it 
managed it; becauſe (and I deſire you to take il 
notice of it, for I would not willingly have "= 
my Chriftianity call'd in Queſtion) what you 1 
yourſelf have deliver d concerning this equal or Mi 
extraordinary Providence, and the Uſe you vl 
would make of it, as to the Point in hand, is all | 
that I have Occaſion to concern myſelf with it 
at preſent, Let us 1 then to VEN own 
CCC A 

«© The extraordinary Providence over the lil 

« Fews (you ſay) was a neceſſary Conſequence wi 
00 attending the Adminiſtration of a Theocra- | | 
« 2 The Theocracy, in frict "Truth nt 
ce Propriety, continued throughout the whole 1 
«« Period of the Feuiſb State till the coming of 1 | 
| 


A 


« Chriſt.” One would be apt to expect then, Will 
that the extraordinary Providence, which was "Wii 
a peculiar and neceſſary Conſequence attending it, [i 
would have continued ſo too? No: © Aﬀeer' il 
<< the perfect Settlement of the Fews, on their 100 
« Return from their Captivity (when we know lil 
« from the Courſe and Progreſs of. God's Oeco- 
« nomy, the extraordinary Providence would 
© ceaſe) we hear no more of it amongſt them, 
e nor did they make the leaſt Pretence to it.“ 
Div. Leg. p. 440. Indeed, when the 
Fit 1 0 by '« < Theocracy 
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ce Theocracy was reſtored, after the Return 


from the Captivity, it was both fit on Account 


« of its Dignity, and neceſſary for the Peoples 
« Aſſurance, that it ſhould be attended with 
* ſome extraordinary Diſpenſations of Provi- 
ce dence. Accordin ely, Prophets were raiſed up; 
e and an extraordinary Providence for ſome 
e ſhort time, adminiſter d, as appears from 
* many Places in thoſe Prophets.” Div. Leg. 
p.47 

So much for the Duration of this nk 
nary Providence. Let us next conſider the 


Extent of it. 


us Under the Judges. it v was ia nnd 
<« — When the People had rebelliouſly de- 

« manded a King, there was, as was fitting, 
« A great Abatement in the Vigour of this ex- 
1 traordinary Providence. — And, ſon after 


tis, it is, that we here firſt find them 


ce beginning to make their Remarks and 


% Complaints of Heguulity. From hence to 
e the Time of the Captivity, the extraordi- 


ae. nary Providence kept 4 gradually decaying, 


ec till on their full Settlement after their 


. Rezuths,,. It amen crafts.” Div. Leg. 
p.445. 


Now, tis very plain, I think, that by this 
tut Abatement in the Vigour of it, in the firſt 


— and by the gradual Decay which fol- 


lowed that Abatement, you muſt mean (or you 
mean 


[99]. 
mean nothing) that during this bole Period, 
from Saul to Eſara, that is, for above five 
hundred Years together, there were ſtill more 
| and more Exceptions to it. But to allow thts, 
| and yet talk of a Principle of no innocent Per- 

ſen puniſhed in Eſdra's Time, and upon that 
Principle to found one Side of a Queſtion, in 
a Diſputation regularly carried on after a man- 
ner ſtrictly argumentative; and this, in a 
Book written by E/dra himſelf, to comfort the 
Jes, now about to come under an ordinary Pro- 
vidence, contrary to their Expectations, when 
the extraordinary one had been gradually decay- 
ing, and, conſequently, the ordinary one gra- 
dually taking place, for ſo many Years before, 
is talking ſo looſely and inconſiſtently, that it 
would be lofing time to go about to prove, 
that the extraordinary Providence which' the 
Jeus were under, makes nothing at all to your 
Purpoſe, in any other manner, than barely repre- 
ſenting, in your own Words, what you have 

ſaid concerning it. | 

I had faid in my Preface, This Difficulty 
therefore being remoud, namely, why the 
Friend were not immediately put to Silence, 
when Job had fo ſolemniy and magnificently ſpo- 
ken of a future Judgment, nothing hinders us 
from applying that celebrated Text, ch. xix. not 
to a temporal Reſtitution to his former Condition, 
put to a Reſurrection to eternal Life, Upon 
9 which 


Th 100, S 
Which you thus remark :. How well he has 
<<. removed the Difficulty 1 the Reader now ſees.” 
LI believe he does] * But he is too haſty, 
&. when he adds, that now nothing hinders us 
from applying that celebrated Text to a Re- 
ct ſurrection to eternal Life. I have. ſhewn 
in my Diſcourſe on Job, that many things 
«;:hinder- us from underſtanding it in this 
< Senſe, befides the Silence of the three Friends; 
4 ſuch as the Silence of E/hu the Moderator, 
nay even of God the Determiner of the Diſ- 

„ pute,” (Rem. p. 64.) 

In anſwer to this, I obſerve, that neither 
Elb nor God himſelf, could, with any Pro- 
priety, take notice of this Appeal of oo to a 
future Judgment. They had undoubtedly no 
Occaſion, with reſpect to Job, to give a San- 
Zion to a Doctrine, of which he had already 
declared his Belief with the utmoſt Certainty 
and Aſſurance. Nor was it more neceſſary 
with regard to the Friends, becauſe, as you 
rightly obſerve, it left Job's perſonal Integrity 
(the Point in diſpute) juſt as it found it. The 
Doctrine of a future Judgment might be very 
true, nor do they pretend to call it in Queſti- 
on, and yet Fob might be a wicked Man for 
all that; which was enough for Perſons exaſ- 
perated againſt, and obſtinately bent on con- 


demning him. But beſides this, the Speeches 
of 


[ 101 


of God and Eli are duecied to a quite diffe- 
rent End than that of clearing up the Obſcuri- 


ties, or unravelling the Perplexities of a Diſ- 


pute. The Purpoſe of them, as will be ſeen 
in its proper Place, is neither to give Job a 


Conſolation which he did not want, nor his 
Friends a Satisfaction which they would not 
receive; but to correct the Exceſſes of both by 
Conſiderations ſuitable to their reſpective Miſ- 
behaviour, whilſt the Controverſy laſted be- 
tween them. But theſe Difficulties (from 
the Silence of Elibu and God himſelf ): * be- 
* come | ſtill more perplexing, if indeed 
the ſole Scope of the Book be, as our 
Author ſuppoſes, to give 4 perpetual Docu- 
* ment of Humility and Patience to all good 
« Men in Affliction: For then the Doctrine 
needed the Sanction of the moſt deliberate 
ce and authoritative Speakers.” Not, if it 
was already ſufficiently known, and was after- 
wards to be eſtabliſhed in the atmoſt Perfecti- 
on.] * Add to this, that the learned Wri- 
te ters Account of the Author creates new 
« Difficulties, For can we ſuppoſe, Moſes 
c would ſo clearly mention a future Judg- 
ment here, and entirely omit it in the Pen- 


« ftateuch?” [From its being omitted in the 


Pentateuch there was 58 bp and more Occa- 


ſion 


| [' 102 " 
| bee in being -mtiention'd fo dearly here.) 
« Or i it a Matter of fo flight a moment, 
hat a ſingle mention of it would ſuffice?” 
A fingle Mention of it might be enough in 
fach a Book as this, if, as a learned Writer 
thinks, the Doctrine bY the Reſurrection was 
the antient traditional Interpretation of the A. 
brahamic Covenant, conftantly preſerved and 
believed in ſome Shape or other in the Fews/b 
Church *. But without inſiſting upon either 
of theſe Anſwers, tis ſufficient to | obſerve 
that Mojes, if he be the Author (which I will 
not confidently affirm; though I think him ſo) 
z here repreſenting the Sentiments of one of 
thoſe holy Patriarchs, to whom Life and Im- 
mortality was reveal d by God, as a ſpecial Fa- 
votr®; or the Knowledge of it might deſcend 
to him from Abrabam whoſe Grandſon, or 
great Grandſon he is ſuppoſed to have been. 
As to the Degree of Light and Knowledge con- 
tained 1 in this Paige, and which ſeems diſpro- 
i ate to the Age of Job, there is this 
to be faid, as an excellent Writer obſerves : 
« Thete might poſſibly be among the few faith- 
* ful in the World, a traditionary Expoſition | 
ce of the Promiſes, of God, rules upon 
« more expreſs Revelations, made either before 


| * Examination of Mr. Warburton 8 n, Propoſition, 5 p. 
114 


ov. Leg. f 47. . 
Revelations, 
1 N | 
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« 3 after the Flood, than have come 

« down to our Times; or, as Jab was tried in 
« a very extraordinary manner, he might have 
46 48 extraordinary 2 Degree of Light to ſup- 
ce port and maintain him in the Conflict. There 
is nothing in either of theſe Suppoſitions, but 
<« what is conformable to the Methods of Di- 
« vine Providence; nothing that intrenches 
ce upon our bleſſed Lord's Office, who was ap- 
«« pointed to bring Life and ag olds r 20 
« Light through the 22 Tis by Chrift, and 
ce by bim alone, that we have God's Covenant 
e of Immortality convey d to us, but yet the 


ce ancient Prophets had a Sight of the Bleſſing | 


« at a Diſtance, as is. eyident from many of 
te their Predictions. And why might not ob 
c be ſo honoured, as well as others, who 
lived before the Days of our Saviour ©? _ 
It was indeed with fingular Pleaſure that I 


obſerved the Agreement that was between the 


Reverend Prelate I have juſt now quoted, and 
the learned Schultens, as to the Points I was 
ſpeaking of and maintaining. And I was am- 
bitious of letting the Publick know it. If 
« to the Arguments brought by our Commen- 
e tator, you add alſo theſe which a Writer 
e above all Praiſe, the preſent Biſhop of Sa- 
* rum, hath moſt beautifully interwoven in 


e Biſhop of Sarum's Ul and Intent of Prophecy, p. 267. 
| ce 8 
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14 
« his Diſſertation on the Senſe of the Ancient, 
Lc. before Chriſt upon the Circumſtances and Con- ; 
« ſequences of the Fall, I believe you will want 
e nothing to confirm you in the Opinion of 
« the Antiquity of the Book, and my Senſe 


e of this moſt perplexed Paſſage 4. 4.” Whether, 


by tranſlating vexatiſſimi hujus loci ſenſum, My 
Senſe of this perplexed Paſſage, you had a Mind 
to inſinuate, that it was not his Lordſhip's, 

T know not; but one would be apt to fancy 


"fo from what follows: To ſeek Refuge i in 


« that excellent Prelate, whoſe Notions of the 
« Nature and Deſign of the Book of Job over- 
« throw all be has been ſaying, and confirm all 
« be has been oppoſing, looks very much like 
tc Diſtreſs.” As I was in no Diſtreſs, I had 


n Occaſion to ſeek Refuge in that excellent 


Prelate, or any other Perſon. But for you to 


affirm, that his Lordſhip's Notions of the Na- 


ture and Deſign of the Book of Fob, overthrow 
all I had been ſaying, and confirm all I had been 
oppoſing, is ſpeaking with ſo much Latitude, as 


would make one think, you flatter yourſelf, 
that from the time of your advancin g * own 


| 4 Quod fi argumentis a Commentatore noſtro allatis, ea quo- 
que ad} jeceris. quæ Vir omni laude major, jam Epiſcopus Sariſbu- 


| > td tl in diflertatione ſua De ſententia Veterum de circum- 
ſtantiis & conſequentiis Lapſus humani, pulcherrime contexuit, 
nil ultra, credo, deſiderabis, vel ad Libri antiquitatem, vel ad 


vexatiſſimi hujus loci ſenſum, confi, mandum. Pref. xv. 


n Notions 


[ 105 ] 


Notions upon a Subject; thoſe of every othet 


Writer, how confiderable foever, were as much 
diſregarded and forgotten, by the reſt of the 


World, as they ſeem to be by n Let 
me refreſh your Memory. 

One thing, that I bad been mblmiining, 
was the high Antiquity of the Book, in Oppo- 
fition to your Opinion of its being written about 
Ejdra's Time. What ſays his Lordſhip to'that? 
re The oldeſt Book that we have remaining is 
e the Book of Fob. There is all the Appear- 


*© ance that can ariſe from internal Characters, 


« that it was written before any of the Books 


of Moſes.” Again, «© Whatever we max 


think of the Book in its preſent State, there 
« is little doubt but that it was formed 
upon authentic Records of — Antiquity 
ee than any Book now remaining.” So exact- 
ly agreeable to what I had ſaid in my Preface, 
(Ut ad eorum ttaque ſententiam acceds, qui librum 
Jobi omnium ſacrorum Codicum antiquiſimum 
eff putant, ita a Moyſe quidem, em authenticis 


monumentis deſutntum, poeticeque ornatum nullus- 


dubio, ) that I will not be fare l 2 take 
it from himfelf. 

But how does he cafirnr your Opinion of 
che Age of it, which I had been oppoſing? © 
_ & know, ſays he, that ſome have endeavour- 


« ed to bring down this ancient Writer to the 


« Times of the 1 Captivity, and ſup- 
« pole 
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«£ poſe the Book to have been written for tlie 
<< Conſolation of the Captives in their Diſtreſs, 
< But if you ſuppoſe it written for the Sake of 
© the Fews, is it not ſtrange, that there ſhould * 
« not be, in a Diſcourſe of ſuch a kind, one 
<« ſingle Word of the Law of Moſes, nor fo 
“ much as one diſtant Allufion © to any Rite 
* or Ceremony of the Law, or to any one 
« Piece of Hiſtory later than Mo/es; nor to 
<« any of the Forms of Idolatry, for which 
„ the Fews ſuffer d at the Time of the Cap- 
« tivity. The Conjecture would be as ingeni- 
e ous and as well founded, ſhould any Critick 
ec ſuppoſe that the Miado of Homer, were writ- 
<« ten to celebrate the military Expeditions of 
te the Gozhs and Vandals. You don't indeed 
y, that the Book was written for the Con- 
ſolation of the Captives, but, for the Comfort 


* ann — ee io — — — 


* 


I know, Sir, that you have pretended to find out both Al- 
luſions and References to the Few Hiſtory in this Book: 
« Hitherto the Author ſeems «nwarily to have betray'd his 
« Times and Country. But we ſhall'now ſee that he has made 
& numerous Allufions to the miraculous Hiſtory of his Anceſtors 
« with /et Purpoſe and Deſign. How then would a ſkilful 
& Artiſt act but thus; draw thoſe Alluſions, but ſo highly touch- 
* edand /o deeply ſhaded, as to remain unobſerved by an inat- 
„ tentive Reader; yet be wi/ib/e enough to ſuch as fudied the 
«© Work with Care and Exatneſs.” Div. Leg. p. 494=5. 
What might be viſible to the Fews of E/dra's, or any other 
time, I . not: But I believe no Chriſtian Writer ever 


| 
[ ſtudied the Work: with more Care and Exactneſs than my Au- 
=: thorx, and yet nothing of that kind avas wible to him. And 
[| for his Account of the Paſſiges you mention, I refer the Reader 

and 
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and Solace of the Fews, now coming under 
the Diſcouragements of an ordinary Providence. 
But the Abſurdity of one Suppoſition is full as 
great as of the other. For what Conſolation' 
could it be to them, to know that the beſt of 
Men would be ſubject to the moſt extraordi- 
nary Sufferings in this Life, and yet, accord- 
ing to you, have no Light from a Book written 
for their Comfort, that they ſhould be reward- 
ed for them in another ? For you will not fay, 
that every good Man makes, in this World, 
as happy a Concluſion of an afflicted State as 
Job did; or that the Writer intended the eus 
ſhould believe ſo. Tis but ſmall Comfort, that 
ariſes from reſolving all into Submiſſion to the 
Almighty Power of God, And yet this is the 
Part Elihu takes, you ſay, and for this Reaſon, [ 
Becauſe it was yet inconvenient to acquarnt the 
| Jews, who were now going to fall under a com- 


mon Providence, with the Tr. of the 1 | 


Div. Leg. p. 538. 
The other Point I was melting was 


the Explication of that celebrated Paſſage in 
the the xix'* Chapter, concerning the Reſur- 
rection, in Oppoſition to yours of a temporal 
Deliverance. How his Lordſhip overthrows 


my Senſe of it, as you are pleaſed to call it, and 
confirms yours, has in ſome meaſure been ſhewn 


already ; ; but I will give this further Teſtimo- 
v2 ny 
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ny of it, in his Lordſhip's own Words: © If 


<« you ſuppoſe Fob to expect only a temporal 
“ Reſtitution within the Compaſs of his own 
Lie, to what End or Purpoſe does he 10 
* paſſionately wiſh to have his Complaints 
te render'd immortal? What Senſe is there in 
e ſaying; Oh that my Complaint, which 
you deſpiſe, may never be forgotten, for I 
«© know that within a /7f/e Time I ſhall be 
« reſtor'd by God to all my Glory and former 
ce Felicity, and ſhall have no cauſe to complain 
% mad 2 

You fee, Sir, that though it ſhould be 
granted you, that his Lordſhip's Notions of 
the Nature and Deſign of the Book of Fob 
were ' wholly different from mine, (as, tis 
pretty plain, they are from yours) yet it by 
no means follows, that they overthrow all I 


bad been ſaying and confirm all I had been ofpo- 


ing. But, tho' in ſo antient and fo obſcure a 
Book it?may be hard to agree in the Senſe of 


particular Paſlages, or the © orce of particular 


15 Agreeable hereto are the Words of my Author: E xinde, 
mortem fuam hoc Teſtimonium legi atque extare cu- 


god 
piat Noſter, (ſepulehrali velut ſaxo inſculptum, vel ſaltem pe- 


trz perenni inciſum,) conſequitur, non aliam Liberationem & 


vindictam oppreſli-poſſe intelligi, quam quz paſ fata &. 
. vepiret, in Muſe illo Die, quo ful, eff — 5 


— 4 qui ut injuſtus ſub Dei juſtiffimis plagis expiraſſe cenſe- 


Arguments, 
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Arguments, yet I know nothing that I have 
ſaid of the Scope and Defjgn of the Book, 
which is not very conſiſtent with his * 
ſhip's Notions of it. 
The Patience of Fob ter he) is much 
ce talk'd of, and we ſe/dom look further for any 
« Uſe of the Book. But in truth the Book 
<« was written in! 
e tient Opinion which introduced two inde- 

<« pendent Principles, one of Good and the 
„ other of Evil.” Uſe and lutem, p. 236. 
That is, as you yourſelf have told us, the 
admirable Writer above-quoted ſaw plainly, 
that this was one of the Purpoſes of the Work 


before us, Div. Leg. p. 534. And pray, 
Sir, What is there in this, inconſiſtent with 


what I have ſaid in my Preface? Quamuis enim 


in Sermonibus qui in eo habentur — de UNO re- 


rum omnium PRINCIP10,  all:/gue graufjimis 
veritatibus, diſſertetur, hunc tamen, quem dixi, 
unicum efſe Libri ſcopum cuivis opinor ma- 


niſeſtum erit. For though ONE PRINCIPLE | 


of all things, and other moſt important Truths, 
are occaſionally treated of in the Speeches that 
occur, yet this which I have aſſigned will, I 
believe, appear plainly to be the oy Scope, of 


the Book; i. e. the firſt and moſt obvious Uſe: 
of it. That I could not mean it was the ſole 


Scope of it, in the ſtrict Senſe of the Words, 


18 


ion to the very an- 
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is evident „ becauſe in this very Place I take 


notice of other Uſes, which, if ue /ook'd 


farther, we might find, and were, no doubt, in- 
tended by the Author to be found in it. Such 
are thoſe great and weighty Truths, both of a 
practical and ſpeculative Nature (ſome of which 
J had particularly mentioned together with 
that of one Principle of all things, or the Su- 
premacy of the Creator) as the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Holineſs of God the Origin of human 
Weakneſs and Corruption. The Hope or 
Ration of a Deliverance from the Evil of 

the Doctrines of a future Judgment — 
of a Reſurrection from the dead of a Me- 
diator and Redeemer of good Works not 
meritorious — of Afflictions not certain Marks 
of God's Diſpleaſure the dangerous Con- 
dition and certain Puniſhment of wicked Men 
— the Conſolation and Support of Integrity 
under Affliction the Guilt of Uncharitable- 
neſs and Cruelty to the Diſtreſſed the Dan- 
ger of ſpiritual Pride, and the Methods which 

God makes uſe of to reduce Men from it. 
The Beauty and Excellence of thoſe Virtues 
which adorn both publick and private Life, 
Sc. All theſe, I fay, are ſecondary Uſes of 
the Book of fob, which the Author might | 


5 You own this combi 8 p. 56.—“ But to make this 
the ſole or chizf Scope of the Book {for in that be waries) is 
perverting all the Rules of Interpretation. 

have 


L 1111 
have in view, and yet very confiftently with its 
being the principal Scope of it, to recommend 


Patience and Humility. 


But to return to the Proceſs of the Debate 


from which J have been too long diverted, 

To Job's Declaration that his Innocence would 
be made appear at the laſt Day, what could his 
Priends reply? it might be ſo, or it might not 
be jo, for ought they knew, We only argue ( jay 
they) from common Obſervation, and conſtant 
Tradition, That from the Beginning of the 
World ſince. Man was placed on the Earth 
(lay your Hand upon your Heart, Sir, and aſe 


yourſelf ſeriouſly, whether this can poſſibly re- 


late to an extraordinary Providence over the 
Fews only) the T riumphing of the wicked is 
ſhort, and the Joy of the Hypocrite but for a 
Moment. And upon this Zophar flouriſhes to 
the End of the Chapter. All this Job fill looks 
upon as aim'd at him, (and indeed it is moſt ap- 


parently /, being 2 very Deſcription of bit 


Caſe,) and calls it mocking and. inſulting him. 
Suffer me that I may ſpeak, ſays he, ch. xxi. 
3. and after that I have ſpoken, mock on. 


As for me, is my Complaint to Man? and if 
it were ſo, why ſhould not my Spirit be 


troubled ? Or rather, as it ſhould be render'd, 


As for me my Complaint is that of a Man; net 


the Epect 4d Stubbornneſs and Imprety, but. of 


buman 
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| human  Tnfirmity : What Wonder then, if I 


have fhewn ſome Haftineſs or Impatiente in it? 
He goes on, ver. 7. with the Impunity of the 
Wicked, and concludes with reproaching his 


Friends for their Falfhood and Prevarica- 


Chap. xxii. Eliphaz has now Recourſe to the 
common Weapon of an Atverſary worſted in his 


Argument, downright Scurrility and perſonai 


Abnſe; Ver. 5. Is not thy Wickedneſs great, 
and thine Iniquities infinite? = Charges bim 
with publick and enormous Crimes ehrte 
him ta Repentance, aud encourages him thereunto 


by the Promiſes of Pardon and Acceptance. 


infifts upon his conflant and uniform Obedience 
to, and Delight in God Commandments, ver. 1 T, 
12: But what could he do? God's Power was 


irrehſtible, ver. 13. nor would he prant him, 


what he ſo earneſtly wiſh'd for, js muct} as the | 


favour: of letting him dye out of his Miſery: 


See the Notes upon ver. 17. 

Chap. xxiv. — Expatiates upon the Inpunty 
of the Wicked, of whom he gives a large and 
black Catalogue, and. concludes that theis Death 
was generally. as. eaſy, as ther Lives had been 


ſecure. 


Chap. xxv. Bildad ſounds a Emre 


a. not hing to ſay fur him/s of or Bis — | 
but 


1 1x3, ] 
bt what had been ſaid * - Ver. 2. Do- 
minion and Fear . ſays he) are with him, 
he maketh Peace in his high Places, By 
which Words be ſeems to reflect upon Job's In- 
folence and rurbulent Spirit; as if, by his Cla- 
mours and Complaints, he would even d. Aurb 
the Peace of Heaven itſelf; but gives him 
at the ſame time to underſiand, that not- 
withſtanding all his Pretences to Innocence 
and Integrity, his Complaints were impious 
and unreaſonable, fince Man was unclean by 
the very Condition of his Birth, and therefore 
could not be juſtified in the Sight of the moſt 
pure and holy God. The Speech is ſhort and 
abrupt, and the Scope and Coberente of it not 
eaſily diſcoverable. 

Chap. xxvi. Job now Begins to triumph, 
2,— Intimates what a poor Second Bildad had 
been to his Friend, whom he Succeeded in the 
Diſpute. Ver. 5.—Strikes out into a noble 
Excurſion upon the infinite Power of God, 
which Bildad had flightly touch'd upon in the 
i/t Verſe of the foregoing Chapter, and which 
therefore Job, in this Place, takes Occaſion 
70 enlarge upon, that Bildad might ſee, he 
was by no means inferior to him, in lofty and 
religious Sentiments of God's Supremacy and 
Dominion, manifeſted in the Works 4 Creas 
Hon and Prividence. _ 


Q_ 255 Chap. 


Chap. xxvii. 1. Job goes on triumphing *; 
nnd to ſhew, that his Heart was ftill Full of 
Keverence and Duty towards God, even at 
the ſame time that he complains of his having 
affited him without Cauſe, he ſolemnly pro- 
reſts and ſwears by him, that he had neither 
aid, nor would ſay, any thing that was falſe 
or impious, in maintaining his Innocence 
againſt their unjuſt Accuſations. And, as 
well in Fuſtice to himſelf, as to correct their 
Miſtakes, and obviate any ill Uſe that might 
be made of what he had ſaid; be now pro- 
ceeds togive hiscooler and more ſedate Thoughts 
of the Happineſs and Impunity of the wicked, 
which, in the Heat of the Debate, he had 
carried too far, in Contradiction to them. And 
from the 7th Verſe to the End of this Chapter, 
4 fully and particularly deſcribes the De- 
Aruction of the Hypocrite, as any of them had 
| * Moreover Job continued his Parable.] Jiet maſal videtur 
ſpeciali uſu dicatum fuifſe Inſpirationibus, & ſententiis Deo im- 
pellente probatis. Vid. Num. xxiii 7, 18. & xxiv. 15, 20,21, 
23. Adhibita eſt quoque in ſermone magna confidentia elato, 
quum quaſi vi riæ cauſa, vel ſententia, alta & clara voce into- 
natur. Hae ducit E/ xiv. 4. Mich. ü. 4 Hab. ii. 6. Let 
the Reader compare this with what is ſaid, Div. Leg. pag. 506. 
( ** The Word Parable property. anos in Scripture, the re- 

-*© preſenting one thing by another; and in this Senſe we ſhall 
find the Speeches of 7ob emwemely parabolicat) and the 
judge, whether the celebrated Mr. Warburton, or one Albert 
Schultens, is the greater Critick, nn. „ 
| In 


{ x75 } 

In this manner it is, that “Job proceeds, you 
« ſay, in tbe Diſpute ;” and this, I ſuppoſe, is 
one of thoſe many other Arguments which, 
&« after that of Chap. xix. he urges with 
« great Propriety.” Rem. p. 61. Let us 
conſider it attentively. It is very evident, 
that Job's Friends, by what they had ſo often 
repeated of the Puniſhment of the wicked, 
meant ſomething more than they cared to ſpeak 
out. What in Terms they inſiſt upon is only 
this, That the Hypocrite is puniſhed, or, (if 
you will have it fo, though there are, I think, 
but two or three Paſſages in the whole Book 
which look that way!) always puniſbed. What 
they had a mind to inſinuate was, that whoever | 
was puniſhed was an Hypocrite, or wicked Man, 
and conſequently Job one. But they no where 


i Ch. iv. 7. viii. 13. For the reſt ſee ch. iv. 811. v. 
„. vi 1% 20, kv, 20% $35. ii. % . $$: 295 
| — 4 you will find nothing — poetical Heſeri ptions * the 
- Puniſhment of a wvicked Man, evidently allading to Jabs Caſe 
and Circumſtances. You ſay, indeed, that the Friends pretend, 
that the good Man can never be unhappy, becauſe ſuch a Situa- 
tion would reflect upon God's ſuſtice. But what they ſay, with 
regard to that, is rather correcting Fob, as if He had taxed God 
with Injuſtice, than maintaining, that no innocent Perſon was 
ever afflicted, or could, conſiſtently with God's Juſtice, be ſo. 
Compare ch. viii.3, 4, 5. with what goes before at ch. vii. 20, 21. 
This is the ozly Place which gives the leaſt Countenance to that 
Notion. But were it more direQly to your Purpoſe, yet it by no 
means proves, that Bildad holds an equal Providence, unleſs A. 
braham held one, when he ſays, Gen: xviii. 25. That the_rlph- 
| teous ſhould be as the wicked, that be far from thee: ſhall not the 
Judge of all the Earth do ungbʒ © | TH > 
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1 I 6 : | 
| direflly firm it, | Fob therefore allows what 
they aida, but not what they meant by ſaying 
it, nor the Conſequence they would draw from 
it. You have, a little unluckily for your- 
ſelf, obſerved ſomething to this Purpoſe, in 
Zophar's Anſwer to Job's Argument, as you 


call it, ch. xix. „Take, ſays Job, this Proof 


* of my Innocence, I believe and confidently 
0 expect, that God will viſit me again in Mer- 
e cy, &c. To this Zophar, in effe, re- 
« plies, But why are you ſo miſerable now? 
« For he goes on to deſcribe the Puniſhment 
of the wicked to be juſt ſuch a State as Fob 
* then laboured under. He does not directly 
tt 77 The good are not miſerable ; but that 
ollows from the other Part of the Propo- 
« 4 Hades, which he here inforces, as a little 
« more modeſt, The bad are never happy k.“ 
But pray, Sir, how does it follow,' that be- 
cauſe the bad are never happy, therefore the 
good are never miſerable? It can follow no 
otherwiſe than upon the Suppoſition of an 
equal Providence, which if Zopbar is there 
maintaining, you muſt allow, that he is main- 
taining it to have been from the Beginning of 
the World, and over all Mankind. It is very 
plain that, in Job's Opinion, it did not follow 
from it; for if it did, by allowing the one, he 
Div. Leg. p. 544 


0 


allowed 


* 


I 171 : 
al 1 the other, and conſequently was con- 
demning himſelf, and yielding all that they con- 
tended for. Whereas in the Chapter before 
us, he infill as ſtrongly upon his Integrity, as 
\- Fo 
This, Sir, to me appears a very conſiderable 
Objection to your whole Scheme. For, if it 
does not follow, from what Zophar and his 
Companions ſay of the Puniſhment of the 
wicked, that, in fact, they! held an equal Pro- 
vidence, (as it certainly does not, or Job would 
not have faid full as much, on. their Side of 
the Queſtion, as they db "themſelves the plain 
Conſequence 1 is, that an equal or unequal Pro- 
vidence 1s not = grand Queſtion, as you call 
it, in Diſpute between them. And therefore 
your Hypotheſis of the Writer's Age, equally 
ſtands in need of ſome hetter Support, whether 
you eſtabliſh it upon the extraordinary Provi- 
dence over the Jeus till Eſdra s time, or upon 
the Subject of the Book, or upon both toge- 
ther. 

That Job's Friends would have his Afflicti- 
ons to be the Puniſhment of his Crimes, and 
ſuſpected him to be guilty, becauſe he was mi- 
ſerable, is what nobody, that I know of, ever 
denied. But what is there more in this, than 
| cenſorious and uncharitable Men would be apt 
to do, 1 in the like Caſe and Circumſtances, as 

" well 


[-128, 
well at any other time, as at that which you 
have alhign'd? Or would you affirm, that thoſe 
who ſhould uo -A- days talk after the ſame 
manner, to a good Man under great Affliction, 

wete diſputing either the Truth, or enquiring 
into the Reaſons of that Bre y in the Diſ- 
nſations of Providence, w uch is at prelens 
univetfally acknowledg'd? 

T Indeed, ſo far are the Friends Ben ſtrictly 
maintaining, that the God are never unhappy, 
& that No innocent Perſon: could be puniſb d, be- 


Gas ſucha Situation would reflect upon God's 8 
ice; that they rather affirm, that no Man 


Gould be fo innocent, as not to deferve Affficti- 
and therefore blame Fob for complaining 
of 2 Sufferings ſo indecently as he did, ma- 
Eing his Pride and Impatience a further Argu- 
ment to confirm their Suſpicions of his De- 
merit. 
Chap. xxviii. Job having in the preceding 
ter given bis juſt Sentiments of the Danger 
and Polly of W ickedneſi, goes on in this, after 
enge and magnificent Diſplay of God's infinite 
V zfdom, to Heere that the only Wiſdom and Safe- 
2 1 Man is 10 fear the Lord and N from 
vil. 
is Chap. xxix, XXT, xk He gives a lang A.- 
count of hes Gb and former Happineſs , the 
Exchang e of it into Miſery and Contempt ; and 


of bis pal re Life and Corver ſation both in 
his 


fa] 


his private and publick Character. He « come - 


cludes the whole (for the three laſt Verſes of 
the xxxiſ# Chapter, are, 1 think, evidently 
miſplaced) in this triumphant manner. Oh 
that one would hear me! behold my Deſire 
is, that the Almighty would anſwer me, and 
that mine Adverſary had written a Book, i. e. 
would prefer his Libel or Accuſation againff 


me; ſurely I would take it upon my Shoulder, 


and bind it as a Crown to me; I wonld de- 
clare unto him the Number of my Steps, as 
a Prince I would go near to him. . e. I 
ſhould be fo far from being aſhamed of my 
Indiftment, that I would wear it as a Badge 
of Honour and Diſtinction. [The Sword and 
Crown, ſays my Author, were Enfigns of 
| Royalty among the Arabians, and the Sword 
was hung upon the Shoulder] I would meet 
him with all the Dignity and Intrepidity of a 
Prince or General at the Head of his Army. 
Here ends the Diſpute between Job and his 

Friends. So theſe three Men ceaſed to an- 
ſwer Job, becauſe he was righteous in his 
own Eyes, They could neither convict bim 
of Wickegneſs in his paſt Life, nor make bim 
Jenfible be had been to blame in his preſent 
Behaviour. The laſt thing that Job aſſerts 
is his own Integrity; the 75 thing ſaid by 
Eliphaz was an impeachment of it, 
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(ſays be) I will anſwer thee, that God is great- 


— — mid» — A N 
—— — — — 4 


4 — 
Os PRIOR nit Roo 


[C 120 
E ihu, the Moderator, not comes Anon the 


Stage, and with admirable Prudence, and, | 


in a Speech juſtly temper d with Mildneſs and 
Severity, ſhews wherein all of them had been 


wrong. —The Friends; for that they had not 
talen a right Method to bring Job to a due 


Senfe of himſelf, nor given a proper Anſwer 


to what be had ſaid. Behold (Jays he) there 


was none of you that convinced Fob, or that 
anſwered his Words. Yer. 13. Think not 
that ye have ſpoken wiſely. It was not your 
Parts to run him down with a Torrent of 
Words, the Difates of Prejudice and Paſ- 


Jon, but to convince him with Mildneſs and 
Sedateneſs. Let me try how I can deal with 
him. He has. ſaid nothing that is cutting or 


provoking to me, as he bas to you: I will 
therefore addreſs myſelf to him without Bitter- 
neſs or Severity. Ver. 21, 22. But at the 


ſame time, without Favour or Partiality, 


He then applies to Job, and, after aſſuring 
him, that be would ſay nothing inatur d or 


foreign to the Point, proceeds to ſhew from his 


own Words, that, V 9. he had been in two 
reſpetts blame-worthy ; in arrogating Righ- 
teouſneſs and Merit to himſelf, and indecently 
expoſtulating and contending with God, Ch. 
XXxXili. 12. Behold in this thou art not juſt 


cr 
8 * 
4 * 
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[LI 
er than Man. Why doſt thou ſtrive againſt 
him? for he giveth not Account of any of 


his Matters. Obſerve, Sir, that Elibu is 


taking the ſame Part which the Friends take, 
and, tho' in a different Manner, reducing Fob to 
* Submiſſion.] Ver. 14. He then ſpeaks 
of the Methods God makes uſe of to recover 
Men from ſpiritual Pride (which poſſubly was” 
Job's only failing) reminds him of ſome of 
his moſt extravagant Sayings, and exborts him 
to ſubmit himſelf. Inorder to this, he endeavours, 
throughout the whole next Chapter, to give him 
ſuitable Impreſſions of the Infignificancy of 5 
Man's Righteouſneſs to God, and of God's in- 
finite Fuſtice, Power, and Wiſdom, and un- 
ſearchable Perfection. | 
Job being thus ſoftened and prepared, God 
himſelf is introduced as giving the finiſhing 
Stroke to his Conviction, by @ magnificent 
Diſplay of his Omnipotence ; and by mild and 
gracious Appeals to Job's Ignorance and 
Weakneſs in the moſt common things, ſhews 
him the Folly and Preſumptien of calling his 
Maker to an account, or expecting to enter 
into the Depth of his ſecret Counſels, in ſuf- 
fering Wickedneſs ſometimes to proſper, and 
Virtue to be affliifted. An Argument ex- 
tremely well adapted to the bumbling of an 
arrogant and querulous Creature: Not ſhew- 
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ing, nor meant to ſhew, how ſuch Diſpenſa- 
tions are reconcilable with Divine Juſtice, 
but that it was Man's Duty to reſt ſatisfied, 
that they are ſo. In this Light, you plainly 
fee, Sir, that theſe Ser her of God are ad- 
mirably fitted, and with the utmoſt Propriety, 
to have the intended Effect, and which they 
have accordingly. Job has not a Word more 
to ſay for himſelf, but — I repent, and 
abbor myſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, 

From this Account of the Book of Fob 
it appears, that as the Deſign of it is carried 
on naturally, uniformly, and conſiſtently, ſo 
It is brought to a Concluſion with great Pro- 
priety, and, in a manner, every way wor- 
thy of its ſacred Author. With regard to 
which laſt Circumſtance in particular, let us 
now ſee, if you pleaſe, Sir, what a pretty 
Story is made of it in your Account, 

You lay it down for unqueſtionable Truth, 
(and I entirely agree with you) that be the 
Subje& of the Book what it will, yet, if the 
facred Writer brings in the Perſons of the 
Drama diſputing, he will take Care that they 
talk to the Purpoſe ®. Apply this to the Diſ- 
pute itſelf, and to the final Decifion of it, as 
you repreſent both in the Divine Legation, 
p. * in the following Words | 


n Rem. p. ”, 85 . 
« But 


1 2 


en But now the Diſpute is begun and car- 
e ried on with great Warmth and Vehe- 
'« hemence on both Sides. They affirm, 
** they object, they anſwer, they reply; till 
„ having exhauſted their whole Stack of Ar- 
„ guments, and made the Matter more doubt- 
*« ful than they found it o, whilſt each Party, 
as uſual, continued nif in his own Q- 
e pinion; in this Embarras the Author has 
« Recourſe to the common Expedient of dra- 
r matick Writers, Qui ans pny;cavis, to drow 
im from his Straits. And if ever that 

Precept of the Maſters of Compoſition | 


Nec Deus interfit niſi dignus vindice nodus, 


„was. well followed, it was here r. For 
& what can we conceive more worthy the 


o ExaQly herewith agreeth that other learned Ailigoriſt, Mr 
Morthingtan. Indeed neither Fob nor his Opponents ſeem io 
be Maſiers of the Argument they handle. — But with re 
the Subject of the Debate, they ſeem rather to talk like , Jus 
out of their Depths. Diſjert. upon Fob, pag. 511. The Diipgte 
was about Matter of Opinion, ſome abſtruſe ſpeculative Point, 
that admitted ſo much ſtrenuous Contention, without advancing 
a Step, or coming to any Eclairciſement about i it, as we often 

ſee to happen now a- days. Ibid. p. 482 | 

? The.Qccaſian of the Almighty's Interpaſition was of Im- 
portance worthy of it, and which indeed requir'd it; for it 
was to decide an intricate Controverſy, which could nat other- 
wiſe be decided, relating to himſelf, and his own Attributes. 
It was therefore highly requiſite the Poets. Rule ſhould here 
take place, as this may july be ſaid to be, ; | 


Diguus vindice nodus. Ibid. pag. 52 5 · 
RK _ © mean 


4 
« Preſence of a God than to unfold the my- 
« ſterious Ways of Providence? And that 
this Inter poſition was nothing more, I 
* think, is evident from hence. The Sub- 
« jet, as we obſerve, was of the higheſt Im- 
« portance, namely, Whether and why, good 
« Men are unhappy and the Evil proſperous * 
« The Diſputants had much perplexed the 
« Queſtion by various Anſwers and Re- 
c plies; in which both Sides had appealed to 
Experience; fo that there wanted a ſuperior 
„ Wiſdom to moderate and determine. But to 
the Surpriſe of all, who conſider this atten- 
*« tively, and conſider it as the ſtrict Relation 
« of a Fact,“ [or as a Drama either, upon 
the unqueſtionable Rule before laid down] 
« they find God introduced to do this in a 
« Speech which clears up no Difficulties ; but 
*© makes all Hopes of deciding the Queſtion 
« deſperate, by an Appeal to his Almighty 
*« Power. A plain Proof that the Interpoſition 
ce was only a Piece of poetical Machinery.” (I 
think, a much plainer Proof, that you have u- 
alen the Subject of the Diſpute] And in that 
«« Caſe we ſee the Reaſon why the Knot remains 
* untied: For the ſacred Writer was no wiſer 
*« when he ſpoke poetically in the Perſon of God, 
* than _ in that of Jr or 1 Friends,” - 
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How, Sir? no wiſer! Is God introduced, 
to unfold the myſterious Ways of his Provi- 
dence, and yet the Knot is left untied, becauſe 
the Writer, though ſpeaking in the Perſon of 
God, and by his Inſpiration, was not w/e 
enough to untie it? Is that a Speech 10 the Pur- 
poſe, which in a Controverſy, as you will have 
it, where the Diſputants had much perplexed 
the Queſtion, and a ſuperior Wiſdom as 
wanted to determine it, clears up no Dithcul- 
ties? Or is it Language fit to be be made uſe 
of, when ſpeaking of a Book dictated by the 
Spirit of God, that the Writer of it has Re- 
courſe to the common Expedient of dramatic 
Writers to help him out of his Straits? —— If 
this be your Way of talking to the Learned 
World, 1 defire to go on in my own Way of 
Talk in a Sermon to my Pariſh. © 
It was this 3 of the Subject of the 
Diſpute, and of the Manner of its being carried 
on and concluded, and, in conſequence of this 
Account, your preciſely fixing the Writer's 
Age at the Return from, the Captivity, and 
explaining the 19 Ch. of a temporal Deliver- 
ance, which I objected to in my Preface. The 
Objections I there mentioned, I have now made 
good; and therefore, ſo far as it concerned me 
to confute your Hypotheſis, I think, I have 
cone it. But tho the Merits of che Diſpute be- 


tween 


N 


tweenus lye within a narrow Compak; and tho' 
I flatter myſelf, I have given convincing Proof of 
the Truth of that Part of it, which I undertook 
to maintain. Vet if, after all, what I have ſaid is 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy the intelligent Reader 
that I am right, I ſhall contentedly allow him to 
think me in the wrong. For the reſt, I free- 
ly own, that I have no Reliſh for thoſe Exer- 
ciſes, which to you ſeem a Diverſion ©; much 
| Iefk have I the Vanity to think myſelf at all 
qualified to keep a Controverſy with a Maſter 
of Defence, who makes nothing of diſpatch- 
ing his Antagoniſts, by half a Dozen at a time; 
nay, who could read a whole Book that was 
written againſt him, upon a very important 
Subject, conſiſting of an hundred and ſixty nine 
cloſe Pages, and a conſiderable Number of 
much cloſer Arguments, and write an Anſwer 
to it, of above thirty Pages more.——And all 
this, in but a Part only of ane Evening *. 
In truth, Sir, it took me up ure Sou thay 
that , to. determine with myſelf, whether I 
ſhould even venture to look ſuch an Adverſary in 


Here then | might fairly diſmiſs this minute Philoſopher, 
who dares me to the Combat, and yet excepts againſt all the 
Weapons in Uſe. But not to 4i/appoint the rag. rk wwe hace 
together, I will accept his Challe 1 e and 1 

0 


with his own wooden Da endix t 
Abe Truth is, the * his Book (which La 


read through of all that —— been hitherto wrote againſt 1 

and the writing this Appendix took me up but a Part only of 
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the Face Whether it would not be ſafer and 
more eligible of the two, to ſit down content- 
ed, and ſuffer you quietly to perſuade as many 
as it would paſs with, that in the noffen/rog 
Little which I had faid, I had indeed been 
talking as weakly, inconſiſtently, falſely, ab- 
ſurdly, impertinently, diſtreſſedly, evaſively, 
and affectedly, as you have endeavoured to re- 
preſent me; or, to draw upon myſelf a ſecond 
and ſeverer Correction, by trying, ſince my 
Modeſty and Candour procured no better Quar- 
ter for me, how you would yourſelf reliſh a 
little of that Freedom, which you take with 
others; and what amends I could make your 
Hypotheſis, for having thought of it ſo negligent- 
ly before, by doing it, tho' late, the Juſtice 
you ſeem'd to call for, and by now proving 
that to be falſe, which I then, it ſeems, but 
_ affefted to repreſent ſo? 

But what if this really had been the Cafe, 
Sir? If I but afe#ed to diſbelieve, what you 
thought I was not able to overthrow, would 
it not have been full as well, or would the 
Credit of your Hypotheſis have been at all 
hurt by it, if you had fuffer'd the Matter to 
have refted there? If nothing further appeared 
from any thing that I had ſaid concerning it, 
than that my Diſſent from it was owing only 
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to Fancy and Tnclination, and not to any Con- 
viction from the real Nature of Things, tha 


might poſſibly be ſome Reflection upon myſelf, 


but could not in the leaſt reflect upon you. 


Surely I carried my Complaiſance to you, and 


my. Love of Peace a great way, when, rather 
than incur your Diſpleaſure, or hazard the being 
into.drawn a frivolous Diſpute, I was even con- 
tented to give ill-natur'd Readers a Handle to ſuſ- 
pect, from my ſpeaking with ſo much Diffidence 


and Reſerve, that the true Reaſon of my not 
embracing your Hypotheſis, was becauſe I en- 
vied you the Glory of it. 


However, ſince nothing lefs would ſatisfy 
you than either afſent or confute, ] have 
for once endeavour'd to oblige you, though 


_ contrary to my Inclination, and to the Inter- 


ruption of better Employment : And, I hope, 


you are by this time ſenſible, that it was not 
for want of ſomething more to 2 fo it, that I 
did not af firſt beſtow upon it that kind of 


Confutation, which, in the Judgment of the 


Publick, you think, it deſerved. 


But notwithſtanding any thing which my own 
neceſfary Defence, and Candour ill-returned, has 
extorted from me, I ſtill profeſs myſelf in the 
Number of yourWell-wiſhers.—Of thoſe, who, 


tho they cannot help thinking a little more Mo- 


deſty 


= 129 
deſty and Decency in your manner would 
neither miſbecome you, nor hurt the Cauſe 
you are ingaged in, are yet fully perſuaded, 
that you both mean well to the Service of Re- 
ligion, and are extremely well qualified to do 
it Service. So much by way of Return to the 
Compliments you have been pleaſed to make 
me: The laſt of which, in particular, would 
have been much more acceptable, if it had 
not been accompanied with an invidious Com- 

pariſon ; and which therefore, if the Author 
of the Examination of your Second Propefition 
be the very worthy, learned, and judicious 
Writer, to whom it is generally alcribed, I 
beg leave to decline, as being ſenſible that I 
have no Title to it. Tam, 


SIR, 


With great Reſpett, &c. 
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| Books written by the Rev. Dr. Grey, and 
» fold by J. Stagg in Weſtminſter-hall. 


E BE R Jobi in Verſiculos Metrice diviſus, cum Ver- 
ſione Latina Alberti Schultens, Notiſque ex ejus Com- 
mentario excerptis, quotquot ad Divinum plane Poema 
illuſtrandum (quoad vel Argumenti materiam & Filum, 
vel Senſuum Pathos & Sublimitatem, vel Styli Copiam 
& Elegantiam) neceſſariæ videbantur. Edidit, atque 
Annotationes ſuas, ad Metrum praecipue ſp adje- 
cit RicarDvs Grey S. T. P. Accedit Canticum Moy- 
ſis Deut. xxxii. cum Notis Variorum. Pr. 7s. 6d. 
A New and Eaſy Method of Learning Hebrew without 
Points: To-which is annexed, by way of Praxis, the 
Book of Proyerbs divided according to the Metre ; with 
the Maſoretical Reading in Roman Letters, the interlinear 
Verſion of Santes Pagninus, &c. A Grammatical Ana- 
lyſis, and ſhort Notes Critical and Explanatory, The 
whole deſign'd for the more ſpeedy and perfect Attain- 
ment of the Hebrew Tongue, Price 6 5. | 
Tabula exhibens Paradigmata Verborum Hebraicorum 
regularium & irregularium, per omnes Conjugationes, 
Modos, Tempora & Perſonas, plenius & accuratius ex- 
cuſa. Pret. 15. 6d, | | 
Hiſtoria Joſephi Patriarchæ, Literis tam Romanis quam 
Hebraicis excuſa, cum Verſione interlineari S. Pagnini & 
Vocum Indice Analytico. Præmittitur Nova Methodus 
Hebraice diſcendi, diligentius recognita, & ad uſum 
Scholarum accommodata. Pret. 35. 6d. 
Memoria Technica, or a New Method of Artificial 

Memory applied to and exemplified in Chronology, Hi- 
ſtory, Geography, Aſtronomy ; Alſo Jewiſh, Grecian, 
and Roman Coins, Weights and Meaſures, &c. with 
Tables proper to the reſpective Sciences; and Memorial 
. Lines adapted to each Table. The Third Edition, 
Price 3 5. 64. | ; 

A Syſtem of Eccleſiaſtical Law, extracted from the 
Codex Juris Eccleſiaſtici Anglicani of the Right Rev. 
the Lord Biſhop of London; for the Uſe of young Stu- 
dents in the Univerſities, who are deſign'd for Holy Or- 
ders. The Fourth Edition, Price 6 s. 
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Tas 4 a Poem. 
Nec tibi cura Canum furrit poſtrema. Vir Georg H, 
A; Romanis ſolenne virts opus, utile fame, | 

Vi itegque et membris. Hor. Ep. xviil, 1: 1. . ; 
| | The Fourth Edition, Octavo, Price 2 4. 64. 


61 | HOBBINOL, or the Rural _— a Burleſque Poem, 

is | nin Blank Verſe. 
1 Mec ſum animi dubius, verbis ea vincere magnum 

| uam fit, et anguſtis hunc addere rebus honorem. 

| | Sed me Parnaſſi deſerta per ardua'dulcts 

| | Raptat Amor. Fuvat ire jugis, qua nulla priorum 
| 
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Ceftaliam mall divertitur orbita clio. Virg. Geo. l. viii. 
The Third Edition, Octavo, Price x 5. 6 


71 FIELD SPORTS, a Poem humbly adref' to His 
4 Royal Highneſs the Prince. Shs | 
14 Hlieæc incondita ſolus 5 5 
1 I Montibus, et ſylvis, fludio Jactabat inani, dc} 125 3 

| Price One Shilling, Folio. 


Theſe Three by WILLIAM SOMERVILE Etq. 
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Tide Progreſs of Pays1c. 


0 Tantæ molis erat —— r 

1 —— operoſe nen | 2 

1 CLiarmina fingo —_ 
13 The Second Edition, Corrected and conſiderably en- 


1 larged, Price 16. Folio. 

'2 A LETTER to Mr. T; bomas Chubb, aecabioned by bs 
late Book entitled, The True Goſpel Hiſtory e Jeſus 
Chriſt aſſerted, by N. P. Octavo. Price 156. 


Chriſtianity an Appeal to the Reaſon of Mankind, ad- 
dreſſed eo the Antichriſtian Freethinkers of theſe Times. 
2 Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter Times ſome 

| Hall depart' from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spi- 

715 and Docirines of Devils; ſpeaking 3 in Hypo- 
| IM, Ive 1 I 
In 7 2 — fietae þ 2 i cui reliquae vi irtater, ita pie- 

- tas ineſſe non poteſi; cum qua ſimul et ſantIttatem et re- 
ligionem tolli neceſſe oft ; quibus Jublatis, 9 vi- 
tee 1 et magna confis. 

Cic. de Nat. Deor. haud procul ab init. 
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